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By JoHN OWEN, D. D. 


Becauſe thou haſt kept the word of my patience, I will alſo keep thee from the 
— of temptation, which ſhall come upon all the world, ts try them 
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Ci ſti an Reader, * Ine 1 8 
bon art in any meaſure awake in theſe diys, uberein we live, 
l haſt taten notice of the manifold, great, and Various Temp- 
3: tations wherewith all ſorts of perſons, that now the Lord, and 
ras profeſs bis name, are beſet, und 'whireanto" they are continually 

En expoſed; with what ſucceſs ihoſe Temptations have obtained 10 
the unſpeakable ſcandal of the Goſpel, with the wounding and ruin of in- 
numer able . ſouls : T ſuppoſe thou wilt not inquire any farther after other 
Reaſons of the publiſhing of the enſuing warnings 4d directions, being 
ſuited to the times that paſs over us, and thine own | concernment in them. 
This Iſball only ſay to thoſe who think meet to perſiſk in any ſuch enquiry, thus 
though. my firſt engagement for the expoſing of theſe meditations into pablitł 


view," did: ariſe from the deſires of ſome, whoſe a vouching the intereſt of Chriſt 
in the world by perſonal holinsſs,” and conſtant adhering to every thing that ts 
made precious by its Relation to him, have given them power over me, to rb 


quire at any time ſervices of greater importance, yet I dare not lay any doing bf 
it ſo upon that account, 48 in the leaſt, to intimate, that with reſpect to the 


Jener Al ſtare of things mentioned, I did not my ſelf eſteem it jeaſonable and ne- 


ceſſary. The variety of outward Providences and Diſpenſations, wherewith I 
bave my ſelf been exerciſed in this world, with the inward trials they have been 
attended withal, added to the obſervation that I have had advantages to make 
of the ways and walkings of others, their beginnings, progreſſes, and endings, 
their riſimgs and falls in profeſſion, and converſation, in darkneſs and light, 
have left Juch 4 conflant ſenſe and impreſſion of the Power and danger of 
Temptations «por my mind and ſpirit, that without other pleas and pretences, 
I cannot but own à ſerious call wxro men to beware, with 4 diſcovery of ſome of 
the moſt eminent ways and mitans of the previiaertcy of preſent temptations, to 
eve been in my own judgment, in this ſeifon,weedful. But now, Reader, if 
thog art "amongſt them, who takeſt nd notice of theſe things, or careſt not for 
them, who ha nofeaſe e of the efficacy and dangers of Temptations in thine own 
making and profeſſion, wor by. obſerved the power of tbem upon others; who 
liſcerneſt not the manifold advantages that they have got in theſe days, wherein 
alt es are ſhaken, nor haſt been troubled or moved for the ſad ſexceſſes they 
laue. had among ft Profeſſors, bat ſuppoſeſt that all tbings are well within doors, 
nd without, and would be better, couldeſt thou obt «is fuller ſatisf ation to ſome 


of thy Laſts, in the pleaſures or is of tbe world, I defire thee to know, "7 
* 6 : we” 
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I write nor jc: the, nor de tftecm thy a fit At ader, ur Judge of whats 
"written Whii ſt all the e, o Provideniial diſpenſations, . to 
the public E:cernments 0 hee nat in. are per plexed and intangled, ty 
oot ſteps of God lying in the deep, where his paths are not known , mi, ſt in pas. 
Heular; unparallelled diſtreſſ es, and ſtrange proſperities are meaſured ba le. 
Je to Profeſſors ; whil'ſt 4 /pirtt of error, gidameſs, and detaſion bes forth 
with ſach- ſtrength and efficacy, at it ſeem t is Have recerved a Commuſſion top 
and proſper; whilſt ther? are ſuch diuiſions, ſtrifes, emualatidus, attended; 
Juch evil ſurmiſes, wrath and revenge, found amongſt brethern; whilſt +. 
ideſperate iſſues and product, of mens temptations are ſeen daily in partial «11 
total apoſtacy, in the decay of love, the overthrow of faith; our days being fit 
with fearful examples of bac ſlidins, ſuch as former Ages never knew; whil\t 
there is a viſible derlenſion from Reformation ſeizing upon the projeſſing party 
f theſe nations, both as to perſonal holineſs, and zeal for the intereſt of Chril! 
e that underſtands not that there is an hour of temptation came upon the writ 
ro try them that dwell in the tarth, is doubtleſs either himſelf at preſent cops. 
vated under the power vf ſome woeful luſt, corruption, or temptation, or i, in- 


: 


Reed ſtark blind, and knows not at all what it is to ſerve God in temptation : nith 

ſuch then Ihave not at preſent to do; for thoſe who have in general a ſenſe of 

theſe things, who alſo in ſome meaſure are able to conſider that the Plague is begun, 
that they may be farther awakened to look. about them leaſt the infection have ap. 
proached nearer to them. by ſome ſecret and imperceptible ways, than they aid 
. apprehend ;. or leſt they ſbould be ſurpriæed at unawares hereaſter by any of thoſe Wl 
temptations. that in theſe. days either waſt at noon, or elſe walk in darkneſs, u 
_ the enſuing warning intended; and for the ſake of them that mourn in ſecrtet, 
for all the Abominations that are found among, and upon them that profeſs the 
. Goſpel, .and,who are under the conduct of the Captain of their Salvation fighting 
and reſiſtive the power of. Temptatians, from what | ſpring. ſot ver they. riſe, 1 
themſelves, are the enſuing diredt ions propoſed to conſideration. That our faithfa! i 
and merciful High Prieſt, who both ſuffered aud was tempted, . and ig on that 
: Account togcbed with the feeling of our infirmities, would accompany this ſmal 
»dilconrſe. with. ſeaſonable ſupplies of ris Spirit, and ſuitable mercy totbem thi 
ſhall. conſider it, that it. may be uſaful to his ſervants for the ends mhertunto it is 
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The words of the Text, that are the ſoundat ion of the enſuing diſcaurſe. The occaſion of 
the words, with their dependance; the things 38 aimed at in them. Things conſi- 
dier alle. in the words as to the general pf. 


Tz =» 


in hand. 


if | Of the General nature of Tem- 
K tation wherein it ronſiſts. The ſpecial nature of temptation. Temptation taten active- 
ly and paſſiveiy. How God tempts any. ' His ends in ſo doing. The way whereby be 
doth it: of Temptation in its ſpecial nature: of the actions of it. The true nature of 
Temptation ſtated. ws | th [173 203 RVA 
ge Fog : 7 
v1 —ẽ —ä—b— ä ẽ— 
F Matth. xxvi- 41. | 
+ 217.1... Watch and pray that you ent er not into temptation. F 


nl H ESE words of our Saviour are repeated with very little 
= alteration in three Evangeliſts; only whereas Matthew and 
= Mark have recorded them as above written, Lale reporteth 
them thus; Ariſe and pray that you enter not into temptation ; 10 
that the whole of his caution ſeems | to have been; | Ariſe 
watch and pray, that you enter not into temptation.  _ ? 
Solomon tells us of ſome, that lie down on the top of a Maſt iu 
| eee the midſt of the Sea, Prov. xxiii. 34. Men overborn by ſecurity in 
the mouth of deſtruction. If ever poor ſouls lay down: on the top of a Maſt in 
the midſt of the Sea, theſe diſciples with our Saviour in the Garden did fo. 
heir Mafter at a little diſtance from them, was offering up prayers and ſupplica- 
tions with Rrong cries, and tears, Heb. v. 4- being then taking into his hand, and 
beginning to * taſt that cup that was filled with the curſe and wrath due to their 
ins. The Jen armed for his, and their deſtruction; being but a little more di- 
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| Pong: All our own ftrength is weakneſs, and all our wiſdom folly. Percy be. 


ain, 
z ſaid, that God tempts no man, Jam, i. 13. with a deſign for ſin as ſuch : or 
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ſtant from them, on the other hand. Our Saviour had a little before, informed 
them, that, that night he ſhould be betray'd, and be delivered up to be ilain: 
hey ſaw that he was ſorrowful, and very heavy, verſ. xxxvii- Nay he told them 
Korn that his Soul was «80m. ſorromful even unto death, ver ſ. Ixxxiii. and there. 


fore entreated them to tarry, and watch with him, now he was dying, and that 
for them. In this condition, leaving them but a little ſpace like men forſaken of 
al love towards him, or care of themſelves, they fall faſt aſleep. Even the bet 
of Saints, being left to themſelves, will quickly appear to be leſs than men, to be 


Rs - St, os A ..  . . 


ng one of them, who but à little before; had with ſo much ſelf. confider:ce af. 
firm'd, that though all men for ſook him, yet he never would ſo do; our Savigur 
xpoſtulates the matter in particular with him, verſ. 40. He ſaith unto Peter, could 
Deu not watch with me one hour ? as if he ſhould have (aid, Art thou he, Peter, who 
put now boaſtedſt of thy Reſolution, never to forſake me? Is it likely that thou 
ldft-hold out therein, when thou canſt not watch with me one hour? is this 
thy dying for me; to be dead in ſecurity, when | am dying for thee? And indecd 
it would be an amazing thing, to conſider + that Peter ſhould make ſo high a pro- 
miſe, and be immediately ſo careleſs and remiſs in the purſuit of it; but that we 
find the root of the ſame treachery abiding and working in our own hearts, and 
do ſee the fruit of it brought forth every day: the moſt noble engagements unto 
pbedience, quickly ending in deplorable negligence, Rom. vii./18. 

In this eſtate our Saviour admoniſhes them of their condition, their weaknef, 
their danger, and ſtirs them up to a, prevention of that ruin, which lay at the 
door; faith he, Ariſe, watch, and pray. N | 

I ſhall not inſiſt on the particular aimed at here by our Saviour, in this Caution 
to them that were then preſent with him, the great temptation that was coming er 
on them, from the ſcandal of the Croſs, was doubtleſs in his eye; but I ſhall con- en 
fidet the words as containing a general direction to all the Diſciples of Chriſt, in Wot 
their following of him throughout all generations. — 


PT” — AH 


If 


I here are three things in the words, = N ; 
Firſt, The evil cautioned againſt: Temptation. . 
lency 5 by Our entering into it. PAY ' os 


. Secondly, The means of its preva . 
> Ther 11 he way of preventing it, watch and pray. 


8 6 It is not in my thoughts to handle the common place of Temptation, but only bon 
the danger of them in general, with the means of preventing that danger. Yet 
that we may know what we affirm, and whereof we ſpeak, ſome concernments of 


the general nature of Temptation. may be,premiſed. | R 
Firſt, For the general nature of tempting and temptation, it lies among things 
indifferent; to try, to experiment, to prove, to pierce a veſſel, that the 1iquor 
that is in it may be known, is as much as is ſignified by it. Hence God is faid 
ſometime to tempt; and we are commanded as our duty to tempt, or try, or ſearch 
our ſelves, to know what is in us; and to pray that God would do ſo alſo. 0 
temptation is like a knife, that may either cut the meat, or the throat of a man; 
it may be his food, or his poyſon, his exerciſe or his deſtruttion. 
.: Secondly, Temptation in its ſpecial nature: as it denotes any evil, is confidercd 
either attively, as it leads to evil, or paſſively as it hath an evil and ſuffering 
in it, ſo temptation is taken for affliction, Fam; i. 2. For in that ſenſe, we are 
#0pupt. it all joy when we fall into temptation, in the other, that we enter not into it 
2 weir conſidered, it either denotes in the temper, 'a deſign for the 
bringing about of the ſpecial end of temptation; namely a leading into evil; oy 


general nature, and end of temptation which is trial; ſo God tempted Abrabam = 
Sen. xi 1. And he proveth or tempteth by falſe Prophets, Deut. xiu. 3 · be ad 
Now as to God's tempting of any, two things are to be conſidered, ble 
e Shccadtwhy ej 1.5 
48.70 hg way whereby he doth it ein INGS? f 
1 For the firſt; his general ends are Wo- om 


(1+); He doch it rothew-urito man what is in him, chat ia, the man himſelf 


that either as to his grace, or to his corruption. (I ſpeak not now of it, p 
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t may have a place and bear a part in judicary obduration : ) grace and corruption 
lie deep in the heart, men oftentimes deceive themſelves in the ſearch after the one, 
ar the other of them. When we give vent to the foul, to try what grace is there, 
corruption comes out: and when we ſearch for corruption, grace appears; ſo is 
the ſoul kept in uncertainty : we fail in our trials. God comes with a gage, that 
goes to the bottom. He ſends his inſtruments of trial into the bowels, and the 
jnmoſt parts of the ſoul, and lets man ſee what is in him, of what metal he is 
onſtituted. Thus, he tempted Abraham, to ſhew him his faith. Abraham knew 
not what. faith he had (I mean, what power and vigour was in his faith) until 
God drew it out hy that great trial and temptation ; when God ſays he knew it, 
he made Abraham know it. So he tried Hezekiah, to difcover his pride: God left 
him that he might do what was in his heart, 2 Chron. xxxii. 31. he knew not that 
te had ſuch a proud heart, ſo apt to be lifted up, as he appeared to have, until 
God tried him, and ſo let out his filth, and poured it before his face. The iſſues 
of ſuch diſcoveries-to the ſaints in thankfulneſs, humiliation, and treaſuring up of 
experiences, I ſhall not treat of. | 
(z.) God doth it to ſhew himſelf unto man, and that, | 
[i. I In a way of preventing grace, a man ſhall ſee that it is God alone who 
keeps from all ſin. Until we are tempted, we think we live on our own ſtrength. 
Though all men do this or that, we will not. When the trial comes, we quick! 
ſee, whence is our preſervation by ſtanding, or falling. So was it in the caſe of 
fimeleck, Gen. xxiii- G. I withheld thee. . ö 

[ 2. J in a way of renewing grace. He would have the temptation continue 
with S. Paul, that he might reveal himſelf to him in the ſufficiency of his renew- 
Ing. grace, 2 Cor. xii. g- We know not the power and ſtrength, that God puts 
forth, in our behalf, nor what is the ſufficiency of his grace, until comparing the 
tempration. with our own weaknels, it appears unto us. The efficacy of an anti- 
dote.is found when poy ſon hath been taken, and the preciouſneſs of medicines is 
made. known by diſeaſes. - We ſhall never know. what firength there is in grace, 
i we know not what ſtrength there is in temptation. We muſt be tried, that we may 
de made ſenſible of being preſerved. And many other good and gracious ends he 

bath, which he accomplitheth towards his ſaints by his trials and temptations, not 
do to be inſiſted vn. 5 | | 

2. For the ways whereby 


—— a. A. ot „ * 


ly Wtion, cheſe are ſome of them: | 46163; 3: WE en 5 
et I (.) He puts men on great duties, ſuch as they cannot apprehend that they 
of de any ſtrength for, nor indeed have. So he tempted Abraham, by calling him 

t that duty of ſacrificing his ſon ;, a thing abſurd to reaſon, bitter to nature, and 
18 Wiocievous to him on all accounts whatever. Many men know not what is in them, 


o rather what is ready for them, until they are put upon what ſeems utterly 
id g dove their ſtrength ; indeed upon what is really above their ſtrength. The duties 
ch tat God in an ordinary way requires at our hands, are not proportioned to what 
Sof trength we have in our ſelves, but to what help and relief is laid up in Chriſt 3 
ny e are to addreſs our ſelves to the greateſt performances, with a ſettled perſua- 
lon that we have not ability for the. leaſt. This is the law of grace; yet when 
echte duty is required, that is extraordinary, that is a ſecret not often diſcovered, 
ine the yoke of Chriſt it is a trial, a temptation. | Mine? - 1 
eu (2 ) By putting them upon great ſufferings. How many have unexpeRedly 
ound ſtrength to die at a ſtake, to endure tortures for Chrift ! yet their call to it 
Vas a trial. This Peter tells us is one way whereby we are brought into trying 
orgemptations, 1 Pet. i. 6, 7. our temptations ariſe from the fiery trial, and yet the 
eil of.our lain ms 2 1 2 PO ORG Po id bot 
an": (3: ) By his providential diſpoſing of things ſo, as that occaſions unto ſin will 
 admainiftred unto men, which is the caſe mentioned, Deut. xiii. 3. and innumer- 
ile other inſtances may be ad jones ann wok 
No they are not: properly the temptations.of God, as coming from him, with 
bis end upon them that are here intended: and therefore I ſhall ſet thelt apart 
dom gur preſent conſideration; that is then. temptation in its ſpocial naturs,. as i 
= : ; : 
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z0d accompliſheth this his ſearch, trial, or tempta- 
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a Of TEMPTATION, &e 
8 — 
denotes an active efficiency towards ſinning (as it is managed with evil, unto evi) 
that 1 uten este ot gs eee * Mes 
ln this ſenſe, tempt ation may proceed either ſingly from ſatan, or the world 
or other men in the world, or from our ſelves, or jointly from all, or ſome oe 2 
them, in their ſeveral combinations. 2 3 
CI. J Satan tempts ſometimes ſingly by himſelf, without taking advantage from 3 
the world, the things, or perſons of it, or our ſelves. So he deals in his injection 
of evil and blaſphemous thoughts of God, into the hearts of the Saints; which i; 
his own work alone, without any advantage from the world, of our own hearg WM y 
For nature will contribute nothing thereunto, nor any thing that is in the world | 
nor any man of the world; for none can conceive a Gοd and conceive evil of him, 
Herein Satan is alone in the fin, and ſhall be ſo in the puniſhment Theſe fiery darts 
are prepared in the forge of his own malice, and ſhall with all. their venom aud 
poylon, be turned into his own heart for ever. 9 . 
1 [ 2. J Sometimes he makes ule of the world, and joins forces againſt us; with. 
out any helps from within. So he tempted our Saviour, by ſhewing him the King. 
doms of the world, and the glory of them. f And the variety of the aſſiſtancez 
he finds from the world, in perſons, and things which I muſt not infiſt on, the in- 
numerable inſtruments and wenpons he takes from thence of all ſorts, and at al 
ſeaſons, are inexpreſſible. . DN W . 
(3 J Sometimes he takes in aſſiſtance from our ſelves alſo. It is not with u, hi 
as it was with Chriſt, when Satan came to tempt him, he declares that he had ». WM C 
thing in him, John xiv. 30. It is otherw'iſe with us: he hath, for the compaffing te 
of moſt of his ends, a ſure party within our own breaſts, Jam. i. 14, 15. Thus be he 
tempted Judas; he was at work himtelt; he put it into his heart, to betray Chriſt, WM ti: 
Like, xxii. 3. he entred into him for that purpoſe, and he ſets the world at work te 
the things of it, providing for him thirty pieces of ſil ver, verſ. v. they covenanted n we 
give him money; and the men of it, even the Prieſts and the Phariſees; and calleth pr 
in the aſſi ſtance of his own corruption; he was coveteous, a thief, and had the bag. we 
I might alſo. ſhew, how the world had our own corrupt ions to act ſingly y 
themſelves; and jointly in conjunction with Satan, and one another in this buſineß . fat 
of Temptation. But the Truth is; the principles, ways and means of tempt» WM ſo: 
tions, the kinds, degrees, efficacy, and cauſes of them, are ſo inexpreffible large, MW w. 
and various, the circumſtances of them from providence, natures; conditions, {pi-WF fin 
ritual, and natural, with the particular caſes thence ariſing, ſo innumerable, and 
impoſſible to be comprized within my bound or order; that to attempt the giving WM thi 
an account of them, would be to undertake that, which would be endleſs. I ſhal m⸗ 
content my ſelf to give a deſcription of the general nature of that which we are to a 1 
watch againſt z- which will make way for what 1 aim at. VS | 
Temptation then in general, is any thing, ſtate; way or condition, that upon any Wl tat 
account whatever, hath a force or efficacy to ſeduce, to draw the mind and heart | 
of a man from its obedience which God requires of him, into any fin, in any de. tio 
gree of it whatever. bas gle 36:01 ja 55 wi 
In particular, that is a temptatiton to any man, which cauſes, or occaſions him to en 
fin, or in any thing to go off from his duty, either by bringing evil into his heat, BW ex; 
drawing out that evil, that is in his heart, or any other way, diverting MM th: 
— communion with God, and that conſtant, equal, univerſal obedience, 1 no 
matter, and manner, that is required of him 
For the clearing of this deſcription, 1 ſhall only obſerve, that, though temptꝭ-: i kn 
jon ſeems to be of a more active importance, and ſo to denote only the power d int 
uction to fin it (elf, yet in the Scripture it is commonly taken in a neuter ſenſe, lib 
and denotes the matter of the temptation, or the thing whereby we are tempted wi 
And this is a ground of the deſcription I have given of it; be it what it will, that i thi 
from any thing whatever, within us, or without us, hath. advantage to hincer 1B ter 
duty, or to provoke unto, or in any way to occaſion ſin, that is a temptation, a" 
ſd to be lobled on; be it buſineſs, imploy ment, courſe of life, company, affect. 
ons, nature, or corrupt: deſign, relations; delights; name, reputation, eſteem, ab- 
| hkries, parts ori-excellencies: of body, or mind, place, dignity, = ſo far as they 
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further, or occaſion the promotion of the ends before mentioned, they àre all of 
them no leſs truly temptations, than the moſt violent ſolicitations of Satan or al- 
lurements of the world; and that foul lies at the brink of ruin, who diſcetns it not; 
and this will be farther diſcovered in our procels. MF 7 099 
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What it is to enter into temptation. Not barely being tempted. Mot to be torguiyed by 47. 
' To fall into it. The force of that expreſſion. Things required unto entering into tempt a= 
tion. Satan or luſt more than ordinarily importunate. The ſouls entanglement. Sea- 

ſons of ſuch entanglements diſcovered. Of the hour of temptation, Rev. iii. 18. what 
it i. How any temptation comes to its hour. How) it may be known when it it ſo come. 
" The means of prevention preſcribed by our Saviour. Of watching and what i intended 


_ thereby, - Of prayer. | os Wen N 


1 A ving ſhewed what temptation is, I come Secondly, To manifeſt what it is 
to enter into temptation- | 
1. This is not merely to be tempted : it is impoſſible that we ſhould be ſo freed 
from temptation, as not to be at all tempted. Whilſt ſatan continues in 
his power and malice, whilſt the world and luſt are in being, we ſhall be tempted: 
Chriſt, ſays one, was made like unto us, that he might be tempted ; and we are 
tempted that we may ba made like unto Chriſt: temptation in general is compre- 
henſive of our whole warfare; as our Saviour calls the time of his miniſtry, the 
time of his temptation, Luke xxii- 21. We have no promiſe that we'ſhall not be 
tempted at all, nor are to pray for an abſolute freedom from temptations, becauſe 
we have no ſuch promiſe of being heard therein. The direction we have for our 
prayers, is, Lead us not into temptation, Matt. vi. 9. it is entering into temptation, that 
we are to pray againſt : we may be tempted, yet not enter into temptation. So that, 
- 2. Something more is intended by this expreſſion, than the ordinary work of 
ſatan, and our own luſts, which will be ſure to tempt us every day. There is 
ſomething ſignal in this entering into temptation, that is not the Saints every days 
work: it is ſomething that befals them peculiarly in reference to ſeduttion unto 
fin, on one account or other, by the way of allurement, or affrightment.  ' 
3. It is not to be conquered by a temptation ; to fall down under it; to commit 
the fin or evil that we are tempted' to, or to omit the duties that are oppoſed. A 
man may enter into temptation, and yet not fall under temptation. God can make 
a way for a man to eſcape, when he is in, he cp break the ſnare, tread down 
Satan, and make the foul more than a conquerour, tho' it have entered into tem 
tation: Chriſt entered into it, but was not in the leaſt foiled by it. But, 
4. It is as the Apoſtle expreſſech it. 1 Tim. vi. 9. i, r to fall into tempta- 
tion; as a man falls into a pit, or a deep place, where are gins, and ſnares, where- 
with he is entangled, the man is not preſently killed, and deſtroyed, but he 18 
entangled and detained, he knows not how to get free, or be at liberty. So it is 
expreſſed again to the ſame purpoſe, 1 Cor. x. 13. no temptation. hath taken. you ; 
that is, to be taken by a temptation, and to be tangled with it, held in its cor 
not finding at preſent a way to eſcape. Thence faith Peter, 2 Ep. ii. 9. The Lord 
tnoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations : they are entangled with them, God 
knows how to deliver them out of them. When we ſuffer a roy mw to enter 
into us, then we enter into temptation ; whilſt it knocks at the door, we are at 
liberty ; but when any temptation comes in, and arlies with the heart, reaſons 
with the mind, entices and allures the affections, be it long or a ſhort time, do it 
thus inſenſibly and imperceptibly, or do the ſoul take notice of it, we enter into 
—̃ — e os SE. 35% Le OT, 
So then, unto our entring into temptation is required. 
(..) That by ſome advantage, or on ſome occaſion, Satan be more earneft than 


ordinary in his ſolicitations to fin, by affrightments, or allurements, by perſecy- 


tions, or ſeduttions, by himſelf or others; or that ſome luft or corruption by His 


inſtigation, and advantages of outward objects provoking, as in proſperity, or ter. 


tying, as in trouble, do tumultuate _ than ordinary within us. There is a 
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ſpegjal afting of the Authour, and principles of temptation, required there. 

nein 30 ini e t HD DOES ; 0711 RIOTS " 81% | 
„ C25 That che heart be ſo, far entangled with, it, as to be put to diſpute, and 
argue in its own defence, and yet not be able wholly.to eſect or caſt out the poiſon 
and leaven that which hath been injected; but is ſurprized, if it be never ſo little of 
its watch, into-an entanglement not eaſy to be avoided; ſo that the ſoul may cry, 
and pray, and cry again, and yet not be defivered ; as Paul ſought the Lord thrice {+ 
the departure of his temptation, and prevailed not. The entanglement continues 
An this uſually fals gut in one of theſe two ſeaſons. © 
RN When Satan by the permiſſion of God, for ends beſt known to himſe)f, 
hath'tzor ſome peculiar advantage againſt the ſoul. As in the caſe of Peter: he ſough 
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© wingdw.bim, and prevailed. _ N | 
mage ST When a man's luſts and corruptions meet with peculiarly provoking ob- 
(eres, and occaſions, 1 9 the condition of life that a man is in, with the cir. 
milihces'of it; as it was with David: of both which afterward. 
In this ſtate of things, a man is entred into temptation ; and this is called the 
hour of en en; Rev- iii. 10. The ſeaſon wherein it grows to a head; the diſco- 
Very wheteof will give färther light into the preſent enquiry, about what it is to 
enter into, temptation; for when the hour of temptation is come upon us, we are 
eiitred into it. Peer great and preſſiug temptation hath its hour, a ſeaſon where, 
in it grows to a head, wherein it is moſt vigorous, active, operative and prevalent, 
It may be long in riſing, it ma) be long urging more or leſs; but it hath a ſeaſon, 
3 the conjunction of other occurrences, ſuch as. thoſe mentioned, out- 
ward or . inward, it hath a dangerous hour. and then for khe moſt part, men enter 
Into it. Hence that yery temptation. which at one time hath little or no powet 
ona man, he can deſpiſe it, {corn the mctions of it, eaſily reſiſt it; at another, 
bears him away quite before it: it hath from other circumſtances and occurrences, 
. ſtrengt h aid efficacy; or the man is enervated and weakned, the hour is 
ome; he'isentred into it, and it prevails. David probably had temptations before 
Feen reren | s.| 0 514444 
s Younger 9995 to adultery gr murder, as he had in the caſe of Nabal; but the 
r of, IÞta on was not. come, it had not got-its advantages about, it, and 
| beds A's erwards. . Let men look for it, that are EX 
Fons, 45, 35 3s not. ? they win have a ſeaſon wherein their ſolicitations will be more 
urgent, 15 r reaſonings more plauſible, pretences more glorious, hopes of recovery 
FOI TITEL ST LED) "33 ti ig) | 4&4 &FT 19 4 | 
more fan opportunities more broad and open, the doors of evil made more 
Ni ul than 5 have been: bleſſed is he who is prepared for ſuch a 1 10 
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| ithout which there 13. NO eſcaping This as I ſaid is the fir l thing requir od 


ntring into temptation ; if we ſtay here, we are ſafe. *. | i 
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How ve may know when any temptation is come to its high noon, and is in 
a r 10 agch t firſt by ſeveral ways. | = 3 


TI. By long ſolicitations, caufing the mind frequently to converſe with the evil 
tolicite unto, 15 egets extenuating thoughts of it. If it makes this procels, its 
5 827 III 


e itz ak It may he when firſt it began to preſs upon the ſoul, the 
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= 12 How, or by what. means, commonjy any temptation attams its hour. 
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ras. amazed with the ugly appeara ce of what it aimed at, and cryed, am | 
dog ? If us indagation be not daily heightned, but the ſoul by conyerſing with 
& evil, begins to grow as it were tamiliar with it, not to be ſtartled as formerly 
th t enclines cp c It is not a little one; then che temptation is coming 
Its High nagn, Wh hath then enticed and entangled, and is ready to con 
4 „j. 14 0 which more at large afterwards, in our enquiry, how we may 
now, W * wy. ow FEE 
he hour and power of temptation it fell. 
: When i] hath prevailed on others, and the foul is not filled wich diſlike and 
ibBotrency of them and their ways, nor with pity and prayer for their deliverance 
us. proves an advantage unto it, and railes it towards its height. When as 
3 ptatio Mets 935 one, Which at the ſame time he th poſſeſſed and prevai 
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crow ing cowards its hour. Its prevailing with others; is à means to give it its hout 
aainſt us. The falling off of Hymeneus and Philetus, is {aid to overthrow the faith 
r 

(3. By complicating jts ſelf with many conſiderations, that perhaps are not ab- 
ſolütely evil. So did the temptation of the Glatians to fall from the purity of the 


* \ 


Golpel, ir eedom from perſecution, union and conſent with the Jews: things in 


tbemlelves good, were pleaded in it, and gave life to the temptation it ſelf, But I 
ſhall, not now infiſt on the ſeveral advantages, that any N On, apy to heighten 
and greaten its ſelf, to make its al prevalent and effectual, with the contribution 
that it receives to this purpole, from various circumſtances, opportimities,” ſpecibus 
pleas And pretences, neceſſities for the doing that, which cannot be done without 
anſwering the temptation, and the like; becauſe I muſt ſpeak unto ſome of them 
aſterwardds. | 1 e et bo 
2. ) For the ſecond, it may be known. C a 
( 1, By its reſtleſs urgency, and arguing: When a temptation is in its hour, it 
reſtleſs; it is the time of battel, and it gives the foul no reſt. Satan ſees his 
Advantage, conſiders his conjunction of forces, and knows that he muſt now prevail, 


or be hopelels for ever. Here are opportunities, here are advantages, here are ſpe- 


cious pleas and pretences z ſome ground is already got by former arguings, here are 
extenuations of the evil, hopes of pardon by after endeavours, all in a readineſs z 
it ke can do nothing now, he muſt fit down loſt in his undertakings. ,” So when he 
had got all things in a readineſs againſt Chriſt, he made it the hour of darkneſs. 
When a temptation diſcovers mille nocendi artes, preſſes within doors by imaginations 
and reaſonings, without, by ſolicitations, advantages and o portunities, let t! 
loul.know, that the hour of it is come, and the Glory of God, with its own wel- 
ith depends on its behaviour in this trial: as we ſhall ſee in the particular caſes 
(2. When it makes a Conjunction of affrightments and allurements, Theſe two 
comprize the whole forces of temptation. When both are brought together, temp 
tation is in its hour. They were both in David's caſe, as to the murder of Uriah ; 
there was the fear of his revenge on his wife, and poſſibly on himſe f ; an fear 
tne publication of his ſin, at leaſt; and there was the Austen t bis preſent en- 
ment of ber, whom he luſted after. Men ſome times are Jon into fin by laye 
it, and are continued in it by fear of what will enſue upon it. But in any calc 
where theſe two meet, ſomething affrights us, and the reaſonings that run between 
55 12 ready to entangle us, then is the our 951 . e ee ae 
his then it is to enter into temptation, this is the hour of it, of which more i 
theproceſs of our diſcourſe. x 15 * s . n Foe n 
( 3- There is the means of prevention preſcribed by our Saviour, they are twoy 
1. J Watch. 2. J Pray. ce ge. Ip. gau rey; ure 
. J be firſt is a general expreſſion, by no means to be limited to its native ſigni- 
cation, of waking from ſleep: to watch is as much as to be on our guard, to take 
heed, to conſider all ways, and means whereby an enemy may approach to us. So tho 


Apoſtle, 1 Cor. Xvi. 13. This it is to watch in this buſineſs, to ſtand faſt in the 


faith, as good ſoldiers, to quit our ſelves like men. It is as much as rex, to 4 
bed, or'look to our ſelves as the ſame thing is by our Saviour often expreſſed: ſo 
er, i, 2. An univerſal carefulneſs, and diligence, exerciſing its {elf in, and | 
M ways and means, preſcribed by God, over our hearts and ways, the baites an 
methods af Satan, the occaſions and advantages of fin in the world, that we be 
we tangled,” is that which in this word is preſſed on us. 
I Fox the ſecond direction of prayer, I need not ſpeak to it. The duty and its 
ncertmgents ate known to all: I {hall only add, that theſe two comprize the 
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The Doctrine. Grounds of it; our Saviour! direction in this Caſe. His promiſe of we. 


+ Of the 5 63 Ms Adam, Kbratuim, David. Self conſideration 1 1 8 * 
"meſs. The power of a mans heart to withſtand temptation conſidered. The conſideration; 
that it uſeth for that aye The power of temptation, it dar tent the mind. The |. 

veral ways whereby it doth ſo. 1. By fexing the imagination. 2. By int angling the 
4 r 3. Temptations give fuel to luſt. 4. The end of temptation conſidered, nith 
the iſſue of former temptations © ſome objeftions anſwered. ws 


Aving thus opened the words in the foregoing Chapter ſo far as is neceſſary to 

diſcover the foundation of the truth to be inſiſted on, and improved, I hat 
lay it down in the enſuing obſervation. 45. e 

Ob ſerv. It is the great duty of all believers to uſe all diligence in the ways of 
Chriſt's appointment, that they fall not into temptation. 

I know God 3s able to deliver the godly out of temptation: I know he is faith. 
ful, not to ſuffer us to be tempted above what we are able, but will make a way forour 
eſcape; yet I dare ſay I ſhall convince all thoſe who will attend unto what is de. 
livered,. and written, that it {is our great duty and concernment to uſe all dil. 
gence, watchfulneſs and care, that we enter not into temptation; and | ſhall 
evince it by the enſuing conſiderations. gat $5 tb WE | 
I. In that compendious inſtruction given us by our Saviour, concerning what ue 
ought to pray for, this of not entering into temptation, is expreſly one head. Our 
Saviour knew of what concernment it was to us, not to enter into temptation, 
when he gave us this, as one ſpecial ſubject of our daily dealing with God, 
Matt. vi. 13. And the order of the words ſhews us of what importance it is, 
Lead, us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. If ve are led into temptation, Wl Þ! 
evil will befall us, more or leſs. How God may be ſaid to tempt us, or to lead a 
into tempt ation I ſhewed before. In this direction, it is not ſo much the not giving WI © 
us up do it, as the powerful keeping us from it; that is intended. The laſt work WI 
are as'it were exegetical, or expoſitory of the former; Lead us not into temptation, Wl be 
bur deliver us from the evil: ſo deal with us, that we may be powerfully delivered i £0 
from that evil, which attends our entering into temptation. Our blefſed Saviour Wi -.- 
knows full well our ſtate and condition; he knows the power of temptations Wl {ed 
Having had experience of it; Heb. ii. 12. he knows our vain confidence, and the the 
_ reſerves we have concerning our ability to deal with temptations, as he found it Wi t, 
M Peter; but he knows our weakneſs and folly, and how ſoon we are caſt to the 
ground; and therefore doth he lay in this proviſion for inſtruction, at the entrance 
of his miniſtry, to make us heedful, if poſſible, in that which is of ſo great concern- 
ment to us. If then we will repoſe any confidence in the wiſdom, love, and care 
df Jeſus Chriſt towards us, we muſt grant the truth pleaded for. jt 
2. Chriſt promiſeth this freedom and deliverance as a great reward of moſt ac- 
ceptable obedience, Rev. Bi. 10. This is the great promiſe made to the Church of 
Philadelphia, wherein Chriſt found nothing that he would blame. Thou ſhalt be ep 
Fom the hour of temptation ; not, thou ſhalt be preſerved in it: but he goes highet 

hou ſhalt be kept from it. There is, faith our Saviour, an hourtof” temptation 
coming : a" ſeaſon that will make havock in the world ; multitudes' ſhall then fall 
from the faith, deny and blaſpheme me. Oh how few will be able to ſtand and 
hold out! Some will be utterly deſtroyed and periſh for ever, ſome will ge 
wounds: to their ſouls that ſhall never be well healed, whilſt they live in thiy 
world, and have their bones broken, fo as to go halting all their days. But, faitl 


he, Becauſe thou baſt kept the word of my patience, Iwill be tender towards thee, Fault 
and keep thee from this hour of temptation. Certainly that which Chriſt thut in 


romiſes to his beloved Church, as a reward of her ſervice, love, and obediencꝭ 
238 no light thing; whatever Chriſt promiſeth to his Spouſe, is a fruit of unſpeakable 
ove; that is ſoin an eſpecial manner, which is promiſed as a reward of f 
obedience. * | T 0 ' 
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choiceſt Saints. . Y* 
( 1.) For the firſt I ſhall offer but one or two texts of ſcripture, Lule viii. 13. 


They on the rock, are they which when they hear receive the word with BY, and have no 


hot, hut for à while believe Well! how long do they believe? They are affected 


with the preaching of the Word. and believe thereon : make profeſſion, bring 
forth ſome fruits : but until when do they abide ? ſavs he, In the time of temptation 
they fall away: when once they enter into 1 they are gone for ever: tem- 

eir ſouls. We ſee this accompliſ- 


ptation withers all their profeſſion, and ſlays t 
ed every day; men who have attended on the preaching of the Goſpel, been af- 
ſelted and delighted with it, that have made profeſſion of it, and have been looks 
ed on, it may be, as believers, and thus have continued for ſome years; no ſooner 
doth a temptation befal them, that hath vigor and permanency in it, but they are 
turned out of the way, and are gone for ever: they fall to hate the word they 
delighted in, 5 the profeſſors of it, and are hardned by ſin. So Matt. vii. 26. 

He that heareth theſe words of mine, and doth them not, is like a man that built his houſe 

upon the ſand : but what doth this houſe of profeſſion do? It ſhelters him, Keeps 
him warm and ſtands for a while; but ſaith he, ver/. 27. when the rain deſcends, 
when temptation comes, it falls utterly, and its fall is great. Judas follows our 
Saviour three years, and all goes well with him: he no ſooner enters into tempta- 
tion, Satan hath got him, and winnowed him, but he is gone. Demas will preach 
the Goſpel, until the love of the world befall him, and he is utterly turned aſide. 

t were endleſs to give inſtances of this; entrance into temptation, is with this ſort 
of men an entrance into apoſtacy, more or leſs, in part or in whole, it faileth not. 
(2.) For the Saints of God themſelves, let us ſee by ſome inſtances, what iſſue 
they have had of their entring into temptation. I ſhall name a few. n 

Adam, was the ſon of God : Luke iii. created in the image of God: full of that 

integrity, righteouſneſs and holineſs which might be and was an eminent reſem- 
blance of the Holineſs of God. He had a far greater inherent ſtock of ability 
than we; and had nothing in him to entice or ſeduce him, yet this Adam no ſoon». 
er enters into temptation, but he is gone, loſt, and ruined, he and all his poſterity 
with him. What can we expect in the like condition, that have not only in our 
ſemptations, as he had, a cunning devil to deal withal, but a curſed world, and a 
corrupt heart alſo ?., , _ mA een bat Taft Si. $54.4 5 
AHrabam was the Father of the faithful; Gen. xii. 12; 13. whoſe faith is propos 


„ 


2 


ed as a pattern to all them that ſhall believe; Gen. xx. 2. yet he entring twice into 
e the fame temptation, namely that of fear about his wife, was twice over- powered by 
it, to the diſhonour of God, and no doubt the diſquietment of his own ſoul. 

de David is called a man after Godꝭs own heart by God himſelf; yet what a dread- 
ce ful ching is the ſtory of his entring into temptation: he is no ſooner entangled, 
by but he is plunged into adultery ;- thence ſeeking deliverance by his own invention, 
ue like a poor creature in a toyl, he is entangled more and more, until he lies as one 

dead, under the power of ſin and folly, xy. 

6 - | might mention Noah, Lot, Hezekiab, Peter, and the reſt, whoſe temptations 
of WI #nd Falls therein, are on record for our inftruftion. , Certainly he that hath any 
ep heart in theſe things, cannot but ſay as the inhabitants of Samaria upon the Letter 
e ef Jehn 997547 two Kings ſtood not before him, how ſhall we ſtand? Oh Lord! if ſuch 
008 Mighty pillars have been caſt to the ground, ſuch cedars blown down, how. ſhall 1 
fall and before temptations ? Oh keep me that 1 enter not in, veſtigia terrent(behold 


ma the foorſteps of them that have gone in; whom do you ſee retiring without a wound? 
get © dlemiſh at leaſt ? On this account would the Apoſtle have us to.exerciſe. tenders 
vio des towards, them that are falhen into fin, Gal. vi. 1: Conſidering thy fulſi leſt thou 
chill 4% be tempted : he doth not ſay, left thou alſo fin, or fall, or be overtaken with a 
ee, fault „but leſt thou alſa be tempted:;, thou ſeeſt the power of temptations in others, 
hut and knoweſft not thou may ſt be tempted, nor what will be the ſtate and condition 
my BY thy. To 1. thereupon, A ſſuredly he that bath ſeen; ſo many better, ſtrunger men 
than 5 If fail, and, oaſt down. an the trial, will think it incumbent on him to re- 
Cal me Po battle, and if it be poſſible, to come there na mare. Is. it not a 
m C'a man that can ſcarce.crawl up and down, he is ſo weak (which is the 

1 af he avoid not what he hath ſeen giants foiled in the under 
rt yes whole and ſound, Fare heed of temptation, - leſt it be N 
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3. Let us to this purpoſe conſider the general iſſues of mens entring into tem- 
ptation, and that of bad and good men, of ungrounded profeſſors, and of the 
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thee as it was with Abraham, David, Lot, Peter, Hezekiah, the Galatians, who fe 
in the time of trial. 14 x 


* 


In nothing doth the folly of the hearts of men ſhew it ſelf more openly, in the 


days wherein we live, than in this curſed boldneſs, after ſo many warnings from 
God, and ſo many fad experiences every day under their eyes, of running into, and 
putting "themſelves upon temptations. Any ſociety, any company, any conditiong 
of outward advantages, without once weighing what their ſtrength, or what the 
concernment of their poor ſouls is, they are ready for. Though they go over the 
dead and the flain, that in thoſe ways and paths, but even now fell down before 
them, yet chey will go on without regard or trembling. At this door are gone out 
hundreds, thoufands of Profeſſors within a few years. But, 
4. Let us conſider our ſelves; what our weakneſs is, and what temptation I'S; ity 
power and efficacy, with what it leads unto. | * | 
( 1-) For bur ſelves, we are weakneſs it ſelf. We have no firength, no power 
to withſtand: Confidence of any ſtrength in us, is one great part of our weak- 
neſs. It was ſo in Peter. He that ſays he can do any thing, can do nothing as he 
ſhould. . And which is worſe it is the worſt kind of weakneſs that is in us; a 
weakneſs from treachery ; a weaknels ariſing from that party which every tempta- 
tion hath in us. If a caſtle or fort be never ſo ſtrong and well fortified, yet if 
there be a treacherous party within, that is ready to betray it on every opportu- 
nity, there is no preſerving it from the enemy. There are traytors in our hearts, 
ready to take part, to cloſe, and fide with every temptation, and to give up all to 
them; yea to ſolieit and bribe temptations to do the work; as traytors incite an 
enemy. Do not flatter your ſelves that you ſhall hold out; there are ſecret lufts 
that lie lurking in your hearts, which perhaps now ftir not, which aſſoon as any 
teniptation befals you, will riſe, tumultuate, cry, diſquiet, ſeduce, and never 
give over, until they are either killed, or ſatisfied. He that promiſes himſelf, char 
the frame of his heart will be the ſame under a temptation, as it is before, will be 
wofully miſtaken. An I a dog, that I ſhould do this thing? ſays Haxael; yeal 
thou wilt be ſuch a dog, if ever thou be King of Syria: temptation from thy in- 
tereſt will unman thee: He that now abhors the thoughts of ſuch and ſuch a 


thing, if he once enters into temptation, will find his heart enflamed towards it, i 


and all contrary reaforiings overborn and Wenced. He will deride his former fears, 
caſt out his ſcruples, and contemn the confideration that he lived upon. Little 
did Peter think he ſhould deny and forſwear his Maſter, ſo ſoon as ever he was 
queſtioned whether he knew' him or ho; it was no better when the hour of ter- 
ptation came; all reſolutions were forgotten, all love to Chriſt buried, the pre- 
fent temptation cloſing with his carnal fear carried all before it. _ | 
To handle this a little more diſtinctly; 1 ſhall confider the means of ſafety from 
the power of temptation, if we enter therein, that may be expected from our 
ſelves ; and that in general as to the ſpring and riſe of them: and in particular, 3s 
to the ways of exerting that ſtrength we have, or ſeem to have. f 
2 LI. J n general, all we can 106k for is from our hearts; what a man's heart is, 
that is he, but now what is the heart of a man in ſuch a ſeaſon? 
10 Suppoſe a man is not a believer, but only a profeſſor of the Goſpel, what 
can the heart of ſuch an one do? Prov. x. 20. The heart of the wicked is little worth; 
and ſiirely that which is little worth in any thing, is not much worth in this. A 
wicked mam may in outward things be of great uſe; but come to his heart, that 
& falſe and a thing of nought. Now withſtanding of temptation is heart work; 
ind when it comes like a flood, can ſuch "rotten trifle as à wicked man's heart, 
ſtand before it? But of theſe before j; entring'into temptation and apoſtacy is the 
Game with them.” "FI ITE <7 * b Wan 65 . $48 % ut s y * | 
„ 2.) Let it be whoſe heart it will, Prov. xxviii.'26. He that truſterh in hu own heaft 
& U faul r be that doth ſo be he what he will, in that he is Woliſh: Peter did fo in 
bis temptation; be truſted in his own heart; TRIP all men for: ake thee, '1 will nit; 
it was his folly 3 but WEN was it his'folly ? He hall tor be Aelivered; it will not 
rve dum in imares ; ic will not deliver him Auge ien The Heart of a man 
weill promiſe hum very fair before'# temptation cities ; 4 . dog, ſays Hat, 
that 1. 22 de ib ching Tbongb a men ſponlil dy thet, I i nf: ſhall I do 1's 
edit ? It cammot be. . i ans that BY et to e chetk to the hea! 
in ſucii u condition, are muſtet 


"up; did" n you "as fs? What 
any my'Maftery che ſun of God ; iy 
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-ratitude, unbelief, rebellion, befall me? I will not do it; ſhall a than reſt in it, 
hit his heart will be ſtedfaſt ? Let the wiſe man anſwer, He that truſteth in his ow 
leart, M 4 fool. The heart js deceitful, Jer. xvii. 9. We would not willingly 
truſt any thing wherein there is any deceit of guile : here is that which is deceirful 
jbove all things. It has a thouſand ſhifts and treacheries, that it will deal withal, 
when it comes to the trial, every temptation will ſteal it away; Hoſ. iv. 11. Ge- 
nerally mens hearts deceive them no oftner than they do truſt in them, and then 
they never fail ſo to do. 7 5 | 

[2.] Confider the particular ways and means, that ſuch an heart hüth, of can 
uſe to ſafeguard it ſelf in the hour of temptation, and their inſufficiency to that 
purpoſe will quickly appear. I ſhall inſtance in ſome few only 

1.) Love of honour in the world. Reputation and efteem in the Church, ob- 
tained by former profeſſion, and walking, is one of the heart's own weapons to 
defend its ſelf in the hour of temptation: Shall ſuch an one as I flie? I who have 


tions; 
for the 


who is otherwhere off from his watch, and doth not make it his work to follow 
the other rules inſiſted on; it will not preſerve him: for 


dying · What ſhould fecurex 
foul that it is Other wiſe; ſeeing it is ſuppoſed, that it doth not univerſally labour 


keep the word of | Chriſt's patience, _ to be watchful in all things? Think = | 
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that the peace of many in theſe days, will be found to be true peace at laſt? 
Nothing leſs ; they go alive down to hell, and death will have dominion over them 
in the morning. Now if a man's peace be ſuch, do you think that can preſetve 
him, which cannot preſerve its ſelf ? It will give way at the firſt vigorous aſſault 
of a temptation in its height and hour. Like a broken reed, it will run into the 
hand of him that leaneth on it. | But | | 
:i('2. Suppoſe the peace cared for, and propoſed to ſafeguard the ſoul, be true and 
good, yet when all is laid up in this one bottom, when the hour of temptation 
comes, ſo many reliefs will be tendered againſt this conſideration, as will make it 
uſeleſs. This evil is ſmall, it is queſtionable, it falls not openly and downright upon 
conſcience; I do but fear conſequences, it may be I may keep my peace notwich. 
Kanding others of the people of God have fallen, and yet kept or recovered their 
peace: if it be loſt for a ſeaſon, it may be obtained again; Iwill not ſolicit its 
ſtation any more; or though peace be loſt, ſafety may remain; and a thouſand ſuch 
E there are, which are all planted as batteries againſt this fort, ſo that it cannot 
ng hold out. | | | 

(3. The fixing on this particular only; is to make good one paſſage or entrance, 
whilſt the enemy aſſaults us round about. It is true a little armour would ſerve tg 
defend a man, if he might choſe where his enemy ſhould ſtrike him; but we arg 
commanded to take the whole armour of God, if we intend to reſiſt and ftand, 
Epheſ. vi. This we ſpeak of is but one piece, and when our eye is only to chat, 
temptation may enter and prevail twenty other ways. For inſtance, a man may 
be tempted to worldlineſs, unjuſt gain, revenge, vain glory, or the like; if he for- 
tify himſelf alone with this conſideration, he will not do this thing, and wound 
his conſcience and loſe his peace; fixing his eye on this particular, and courting 
himſelf ſafe, whilſt he is not overcome on that hand, it may be neglect of private 
Communion with God, ſenſuality, and the like, do creep in, and he is not one jut 
in a better condition, than it he had fallen under the power of that part of the 
temptation, which was moſt viſibly preſſing on him. 8 2601. x 

(A. Experience gives to ſee that this doth and will fail alſo. There is no Saint 
of God, but puts a valuation on the peace he hath: yet how many of them fail in 
the day of temptation ? But yet they have another conſideration alſo, and that is, 


od, the God of their mercies, of their ſalvation ?; How ſhall they wound Jeſus 
krift,, who died for them? This ſurely cannot but preſerve them. I anſwer, 
1; We ſee: every day this confideration failing alſo. There is no child of 
SGod that is overcome of remptation, but overcomes this conſideration. It 1s 
not then a ſure and infallible defenſative. 21 | | 
12: This conſideration is twofold ; either it expreſſes the thoughts of the ſoul with 
particular reference to the temptation contended withal ; and then it will not pre- 
ſerve it: or it expreſſes the umverſal habitual frame of heart, that is in us, upon all 
accounts, and then it falleth in with what 1 ſhall tender as the univerſal medicine 
and remedy, in this caſe, in the proceſs of this diſcourſe ; whereof after wards. 
( 2.) Conſider the power of temptation ; partly from what, was ſhewed before, 
from the effects and fruits of it in the Saints of old; partly from ſuch other effect: 
in general as we find aſcribed to it: as | | TY | 
Lr. J It will darken the mind, that a man ſhall not be able to make a right judg- 
ment of things, ſo as he did before he entred into it. As in the men of the world, 
the God of this world blinds their minds, that they ſhould not ſee the glory of Chriſt 
inthe Goſpel, 2 Cor. iv. q. and whoredome, wine, and new wine take away theit 
Hearts, Hoſ; iv. 11. So it is in the nature of every temptation more or leſs, to tak 
away the heart, or to darken the uncerſtanding of the perſon tempted. 
And this it doth divers ways; n ii ard en on: 
1:1:):Byfixing the imagination, and the thoughts, upon the object whereto it tends 
fo that the mind ſhall be diverted from the conſideration of the things that would 
relieve and ſuccour it in the ſtate wherein ic is. A man is tempted to apprehend 
that he is forſaken of God, that he is an objedt of his hatred, that; he: bath no 
intereſt in Chrift ; by the craft of Satan, the mind mall, be ſa fixed to the conſide 
ration of this ſtate and condition, with the diſtreſs of it, that he ſhall: not be able 
to manage any of che reliefs ſuggeſted, and tender d to him againſt it; but follow 
the fulnei of his on thoughts, ſhall walk on in darkneſs, and have no light 
Fay a temptatipn will ſo poſſeſs and fill the mind with choughtfulnebs of it ſelf, and 
B67 « # ; | KN. 1 | 
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the vileneſs of the ſinning againſt God? How ſhall they do this thing and fin againſt 
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the matter of it, that it will take off from that clear conſideration of things which 
otherwiſe it might, and would have. And thoſe things whereof the mind was 
wont to have a vigorous ſenſe. to keep it from ſin, will by this means come to have 
no force nor efficacy with it: nay it will commonly bring men to that ſtate and con- 
dirion, that when others to whom their eſtate is known, are ſpeaking to them the 
things that concern their deliverance and peace, their minds will be fo poſſeſſed with 
the matter of their temptation, as not at all to underſtand, ſcarce to hear one word 
that is ſpoken to them. = 

2.) By wotul intangling of the affections, which when they are ingaged, what 
influence they have in blinding the mind, and darkning the underſtanding, is known: 
if any know it not, let him but open his eyes, in theſe days, and he will quickly 
learn it. By what ways and means it is, that engaged affections will becloud the 

mind and darken it, I thall not now declare. Only I ſay, give me a man ingaged 
in hope, love, fear, in reference to any particulars, wherein he ought not, and I 
ſhall quickly ſhew you, wherein he is darkned and blinded. This then you 
will fail in, if you enter into temptation : the preſent judgment you have of 
things, will not be utterly altered, but darkned, and render'd infirm, tb 
influence the will and maſter the affections; theſe being ſer at liberty by temptation 

will run on in madneſs. Forthwith deteſtation of ſin, abhoring of it, terrors of 
the Lord, ſenſe of love, preſence of Chrift crucified, all depart and leave the heart a 

prey to its enemy. Nd. 

3.) Temptation will give oyl and fuel to our luſts, incite, provoke, and make them 
tumultuate and rage beyond meaſure; tendering a luſt, a corruption, a ſuitable 
objeft, advantage, occaſion, it heightens and exaſperates it, makes it for a ſeaſon 
wholly predominant ; ſo dealt it with carnal fear in Peter, with pride in Hezekiah, 
with covetouſneſs in Achan, with uncleanneſs in David, with woldlineſs in Demas, 
with ambition in Diotrephes; it will lay the reins on the neck of a Juſt, and put 
ſpurs to the ſides of it, that it may ruth forward, like an horſe into the battel: 
A man knows not the pride, fury, madneſs of a corruption, until it meet with a 
ſuitable temptation. And what now will a poor ſoul think to do? His mind is 
darkned, his affections entangled, his luſts enflamed and provoked, his relief is 
defeated, and what will be the ifſue of ſuch a Condition? | 

(33 Conſider that temptatious are either publick or private; and let us a little 
view the efficacy and power of them apart. | 

[1.7 There are publick temptations; ſuch as that mentioned, Reu. iii. 10. that 
was to come upon the world to try them that dwell upon the earth; or a combina- 
tion of perſecution and ſeduction for the trial of a careleſs generation of profeſſors : 
now concerning ſuch a temptation, conſider, that | | hs 

1.) It hath an efficacy in reſpect of God, who ſends it to revenge the negle& 
and contempt of the Goſpel on the one hand; and treachery of falſe profeſſors on 
the other. Hence it will certainly accompliſh what it receives commiſfion from 
him to do. When Satan offer'd his ſervice to go forth and ſeduce Ahab, that he 


might fall; God ſays to him Thou ſhalt perſwade him and prevail alſo, go forth 


and do ſo, 1 Kings xxii- 22. he is permitted as to his wickedneſs, and commiſſion» 
ated; as to the event, and puniſhment intended. When the Chriſtian world was 
to be given up to folly and falſe worſhip, for their neglect of the truth, and their 
naked,” barren; fruitleſs,” Chriſt-diſhonouring profeſſion ; it is faid of the tempta- 
tion that fell upon them; that God ſent them ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould believe 
a lye; 2/Theſi1. 11. That, that comes ſo from God in a judiciary manner, hath 
4 power with it, and ſhall prevail; that ſelfiſn, ſpiritually flothful, careleſs; 
md worldly frame of ſpirit, which in thefe days hath infected almoſt the body of 
profeſſors; if it have a commiſſion from God, to kill hypocrites, to wound negli- 
dent ſaints, to break their bones, and make them ſcandalous, that they may be 
alhamed,z ſhall it not have a power and efficacy ſo to do? What work hath the 
ſpirit ot error made amongſt us? le- it not from hence, that as ſome men delighted 
not to retain God in their hearts, ſo he hath given them up to 4 reprobate mind, 
Rong i. 28. A man would think it ſtrange, yea it is matter of amazement, to ſee 
perſons of à ſober ſpirit, pretending to great things in the ways of God, over- 
dome, captivated; enſnared, deſtroyed, by weak means, ſottiſn opinions, fool iſſr 
ianginationg, duch as a man would think it impoſſible that they ſhould ever lay 


hold on ſenſible. or rationel men, much leſs on profeſſors of the Goſpel. But that 


r 


Which God will have to be irong, let us not think weak; no firength but the 
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ſtrength of God, can ſtand in the way of the weakeſt things of the world, that 
are commiſſionated from God, for any end or purpoſe whatever. J 
2.) There is in ſuch temptations, the ſecret inſinuation of examples in thoſe 
that are accounted godly, and are profeſſors, Matt. xxiv. 12. Becauſe iniquity ſpal 
abound, the love of many ſhall wax cold, &c. the abounding of iniquity in ſome will in- 
fenſibly caſt water on the zeal and love of others, that by little and little it ſhall way 
cold. Some begin to grow negligent, careleſs, worldly, wanton ; they break the ice 
towards the pleaſing of the fleſh ; at firſt others blame, judge them, perhaps re. 
prove them, in a ſhort ſpace their love alſo waxes cold, and the brunt being over, 
they alſo conform to them, and are caſt into the ſame mould with them. A lin 
teaven leaveneth the whole lump, Paul repeats this ſaying twice; 1 Cor. v. G. and 
Gal. v. 9. He would have us take notice of it, and it is of the danger of the in- 
fection of the whole body, from the ill examples of ſome, whereof he ſpeaks. 
We know how inſenſibly leaven proceedeth to give a ſavour to the whole: to it is | 
termed 4 root of bitterneſs that ſpringeth up, and defileth many, Heb. xii. 15. If one 
little piece of leaven: if one bitter root may endanger the whole, how much 
more when there are many roots of that nature, and much leaven is ſcattered 
abroad? It is eaſy following a multitude to do evil; and ſaying a conſpiracy to 
them to whom the people ſay a conſpiracy. Would any one have thought it poſh- 
ble, that ſuch and ſuch profeſſors in our days, ſhould have fallen into ways of (elf, 
of fleſh, of the world? to play at cards, dice, revel, dance? to negle& family 
cloſet duties, to be proud; haughty, ambitious, worldly, covetous, oppreſſive? 
or that they ſhould be turn'd away after fooliſh, vain, ridiculous opinions, deſerts 
ing the Goſpel of Chriſt? In which two, lies the great temptation that is come on 
us the inhabitants of this world to try us: but doth not every man fee, that this is 
come to paſs ? and may we not fee how it came to paſs ? Some looſe empty profeſ- 
ſors, who had never more than a form of godlineſs, when they had ſerved their 
turn of that, began the way to them; then others began a little to comply, and to 
leaſe the fleſh in fo doing; this by little and little hath reached even the top 
E and branches of our profeſſion; until almoſt all fleſh hath corrupted its 
ways; 8 chat departeth from theſe iniquities, makes his name a prey, if not 
perſon. if | 

3.) Publick temptations. are uſually accompanied with ſtrong reaſons and preten- 
ces, that are too hard for men, or at leaſt inſenſibly prevail upon them, to an ua» 
dervaluation of the evil whereunto the temptation leads, to give ſtrength to that 
complicated temptation which in theſe days hach even caſt down; the People of God 
from their excellency, hath cut their locks, and made them become like other men; 
how full is the world of ſpecious pretences and pleadings ! As there is the liberty 
and freedom of Chriſtians, delivered from a bondage frame; this is « door that in 
my own obſervation, I have ſeen fundry going out at, into ſenſuality and apoſtacy; 
beginning at a light converſation, proceeding to a neglect of the ſabbath, publick 
and private duties, ending in diſſoluteneſs and profaneneſs; and then there is le- 
boys. e things to-providence, being/ contented with what is; things good 
in Ives, but diſputed into wretched carnal comphances, and the utter ruin 
of all zeal for God, the intereſt of Chriſt, or his people in the world. Theſe and 
the like conſiderations, joyned with the eaſe and plenty, the greatneſs and promo» 
tion of profeſſors. have ſo brought things about, that whereas we have by provi- 
dence ſhifted places with the men of the world, we have by ſin ſhifted ſpirits with 
them alſo. We are like a plantation of men carried into a forreign country: ins 
ſhort ſpace they degenerate from the manners of the people from whence they 
came, and fall into that of the country whereunto they are brought; as if there 
were ſomething in the ſoyl and the air that transformed them. Give me leaves 
little to, follow my ſimilitude : he that ſhonld ſee the prevailing: party of thelf 
/ nations, many of thoſe. in rule, power, favour, with all their rae, and ſe 
member that they were a colony of Puritans, whoſe habitation was in 4 low place, 
as the ee ſpeaks of the city of God, tranſlated by a high hand to the moun- 
tains they now poſſeſs; cannot but wonder, how : ſoon they have forgot the 
cuſtoms, manners, ways, of their own old people, and are caſt into the mould of 
them that went before them, in the places whereunto the are tranſlated. ſpeak 
of us all; eſpecially of us, who are amongft the loweſt of the people; where Per: 
haps this iniquity moſt abound. What were: thoſe before us, that we are not. 
; _ | 2. 1 W 
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3. ] Suppoſe the temptation is private; this hath been ſpoken to before; 1 
ſhall add two things, We is, 

1.) Its union and incorporation with luſt, whereby it gets within the ſoul, and 
ſies at the bottom of its actings. John tells us, 1 Epiſt. ii. 16. that the things that 
are in the world, are the luſt of the fleſh, the luft of the eyes, the pride of life. 
Now it is evident that all theſe things are principally in the ſubje&, not in 
object in the heart. not in the world. But they are ſaid to be in the world, 
becauſe the world gets into them; mixes it ſelf with them, unites, incorporates. 
As faith and the promiſes are faid to be mixed, Heb. iv. 2. ſo ate luſt and tempta- 
tion mixed; they twine together, receive mutual improvement from one another; 
grow. each of them higher and higher by the mutual ſtrength they adminiſter to 
meanother. Now by this means temptation gets ſo deep in the heart, that no con- 
trary reaſonings can reach unto it; nothing but what can kill the luſt, can con- 
quer the temptation. Like leproſy that hath mingled it ſolf with the wall; the 
che wall. it {elf muſt be pulled down, or the leproly will not be cured. Like a 
gangreen that mixes poyſon with the blood and ſpirits, and cannot be ſeparated 
from the place where it is, but both muſt be cut off together. For inſtance, in 
David's temptation to uncleanneſs: ten thouſand confiderations might have been 
talen in, to ſtop the mouth of the temptation ; but it had united it ſelf with his 


uit, and nothing but the killing of that, could deſtroy it, or get him the conqueſt. 


This deceives many a one: they have ſome preſſing temptation, that having got 
ſme advantages is urgent upon them; they pray againſt it, — it with all 
powerful conſiderations; ſuch, as whereof every one ſeems ſufficient to conquer 
and deftroy it; at leaſt to overpower it, that it ſhould never be troubleſome any 

ore: but no good is done, no ground is got or obtained, yea it grows upon them 
vt and more: what is the reaſon of it? It hath incorporated and united it ſelf 
with the luſt, and is ſafe from all the oppoſition they make. If they would make 
work indeed, they are to ſet upon the whole of the luſt it ſelf; their ambition, 
pride, worldlineſs, ſenſuality, or whatever it be, that the temptation is united 
with. All other dealings with it are like tamperings with a prevailing .gangrean; 
the part or whole may be preſerved a little whale, in great torment; exciſion or 
teath muſt come at laſt. The ſoul may cruciate it ſelf for a ſeaſon, with ſuch a 
procedure; but it muſt come to this, its luſt muſt die, or the ſoul muſt die. | 
2.) In. what part ſoever of the foul the luſt be ſeated, wherewith the temptation 
ü united, it draws: after it the whole foul, by one means or other, and ſo prevents 
Xx anticipates any oppoſition. Suppoſe it be a luſt of the mind; as there are luſts 
of the mind, and uncleanneſs of the ſpirit; ſuch as ambition, vain-glory, and the 
like; what a. world of ways hath the underſtanding to bridle the affeftions, that 
they mould not ſo tenacioufly cleave to God, ſeeing in what it aimeth at, there is 
ſo much to give them contentment and ſatisfaction. It will not only prevent all 
the reaſonings of the mind, which it doth neceſſarily, being like a bloody infirmi- 
ty in the eyes, preſenting; all things to the common ſenſe and perception in that hue 
and colour; but it will draw the whole ſoul on other accounts, and collateral 
conſiderations, into the ſame frame. It promiſes the whole a ſhare in the ſpoil 
aimed, at; as Judas his money, that he firſt deſired from covetouſneſs, was to be 
ſhaced among all his luſts. Or be it in the more ſenſual part, and firſt poſſeſſeth the 
alfeltions; what prejudices they will bring upon the underftanding, how they will 
bribe. it to an acquieſcency; what arguments, what hopes they will ſupply it withal 
cinnot gaſiſy be expreſſed; as was before ſnewed. In brief there is no particular 
tempration,. but, when it is in its hour, it bath ſuch a contribution of aſſiſtanes 
irom-chings good; evil, inditferent, is fed by ſo many conſiderations, that ſeem to 

moſt a en and foteign to it, in ſome caſes bath ſuch ſpecious pleas and pretences, 
at its ſtrength wil eaſily be acknowledged. 


(1) Conſider the end of any temptation: this is Satan's end, and-Sin's end z | 
100 


that is, the difhongur: of God aud the ruin of our ſouls. af 355 04 

66.) Conſider what: hath! been the iſſue : of any former temptations that thow 
hatt had 3 have they not deſiled thy conſcience, diſquieted thy peace, weakned 
dbes in thy, obedience; clouded . the face of God ? tho? than waft not-prevaild-on 


uo che gut ward evil on utmaſt ĩſſuę of thy temptation: 3 yet haſt thou not been foil» 
ſqul been ſullied and grĩievouſſy perplexed with it yea didſt thou 


ed; hach not:thy: 
det in thy life come fairly df without ſenſible loſs, from any 

dat chou hade ebe eee thou willingly he 
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thou art at liberty take heed, enter no more if it be poſſible, leſt a worſe thing 
happen to thee. | XY 3 os 

Theſe I ſay are ſome of thoſe many conſiderations, that might be inſiſted on, 
to manifeſt the importance of the truth propoſed, and the fulneſs of our concern. 
ment, in taking care that we enter not into temptation. Fay | 

- Againſt what hath been ſpoken, ſome objections that ſecretly inſinuate they, 
ſelves into the ſouls of men, and have an efficacy to make them negligent and care. 
leſs, in this thing which is of ſuch importance to them; a duty of ſuch indiſpen- 
fible neceſſity to them who intend: to walk with God in any peace, or with an 
faithfulneſs: are to be conſidered and removed. And they are theſe that follow: 
1. Why ſhould we fo fear and labour to avoid temptation ? Jam. i. 2. we are 
commanded to count it all joy when we fall into divers temptations : now certainly 
need not ſolicitouſly avoid the falling into that, which whem I am fallen into, | 


am to count it all joy. To which | anſwer, + 


1. You will not hold by this rule in all things: namely, that a man need ng 


ſeek to avoid that, which when he cannot but fall into, it is his duty to rejoyce there. 
in. The ſame Apoſtle bids the rich rejoyce that they are made low, Chap. i. 10. And 
without doubt to him who is acquainted with the goodneſs and wiſdom, and loye 
of God in his diſpenſations in every condition that is needful for him, it will bez 
matter of rejoycing to him; but yet how few rich godly men can you perſuade not 
to take heed, and uſe all lawful means that they be not made poor and low; 
and in moſt caſes, the truth is it were their fin, not to do ſo. It is our buſineſs tg 
make good our ſtations, and to ſecure our ſelves as we can; if God alter our con- 
dition, we are to rejoyce in it: if the temptations here mentioned befall us, we 
may have cauſe to rejoyce; but not if by a neglect of duty we fall into them. 
2. Temptations are taken two ways: | | | 
(.) Paſſively and meerly materially, for ſuch things, as are, or in ſome caſe 
may be temptations. Or, | . 

( 2.) Actively for ſuch as do entice to ſin: James ſpeaks of temptations in the 
firſt ſenſe only; for having ſaid, Count it all joy when you enter into manifold tenpta- 
tions, v. 2. he adds v. 12. Bleſſed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is 


tried he ſhall. receive the crown of life. But now whereas a man might ſay, if 


this be ſo, then temptations are good, and from God; no ſays James; take temp. 
tation in ſuch a ſenſe, as that it is a thing enticing and leading to fin; ſo God 
tempts none; but every man is tempted of his own luſt, v. 13, 14. To have ſuch 
temptations, to be tempted to fin, that is not the bleſſed thing I intend; but the 


enduring of afflictions that God ſends for the trial of our faith; that is a bleſſed } 


thing: ſo that tho' I muſt count it all joy, when through the will of God I fall 
into divers afflictions, for my trial, which yet have the matter of temptation in 
them, yet I am to uſe all care and diligence, that my luſt have no occaſions or ad- 
vantages given unto it, to tempt me to ſin. LITER e 

2. But was not our Saviour Chriſt himſelf tempted: and is it evil to be brought 
into the ſame ſtate and condition with him? Yea it is not only ſaid, that he was 
tempted: but his being ſo, is expreſſed as a thing advantageous, and conducing to 
his mercifulneſs as our Prieſt, Heb. ii. 17, 18. In that himſelf hat h ſuffered being tempted, 
be is able to ſuccour them that are tempted: And he makes it a ground of a great pro- 
tle to his diſciples, that they had abode with him in his temptations, Luke xx11- 28, 
It is true l our Saviour was tempted; but yet his temptations are reckoned among 
the evils that befel him in the days of his fleſh 3 things that come on him through 
the malice of the world, and the Prince thereof- He did not wilfully caſt him- 
ſelf into temptation, which he ſaid was to tempt the Lord our God, Matt. iv. 7: 3 
indeed willingly to enter into any: temptation is highly to tempt God. Now our 
condition is ſo, that uſe the greateſt diligence and watchfulneſs that we can, yet 
we ſhall be'ſure to be tempted, and be made like to Chriſt therein, This hinders 
not, but that it is our duty to the utmoſt to prevent our falling into them; and 
that namely on this account. Chriſt had only thè ſuffering part of temptation, 


when he entred into it; we have alſo the ſinning part of it. When the Prince of 


this world came to Chriſt he had no part in him, but when he comes to us, he hath 
ſo in us; ſo that tho” in one effect of temptat ions, namely, trials and diſquietneßs 
we are made like to Chriſt and ſo are to rejoyce, as far as by any mgans that is pro 
duced; yet by another, we are made unlike to him, which is our being defiled 
and intangled, and are therefore to ſeek by all means to avoid them, we never com? 
_off like Chriſt: who of us enter into temptation and are not defiled ? 3.-Þut 
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3. But what need this great indeavour and carefulneſs? Is it not ſaid that God is 
airhful, who will not ſuffer us to be tempted above what we are able, but will with the 
temtt at ion alſo make away to eſcape ? 1 Cor. X. 13. and he knoweth how to deliver the 
redly out of me, 2 Pet. ii. 9. what need we then be ſolicitous that we enter 
dt into them: FEE 

9 much queſtion what aſſiſtance he will have from God in his temptation, who 
willingly enters into it, becauſe he ſuppoſes God hath promiſed to deliver him out 
of it. The Lord knows, that through the cratt of Satan, the ſubtilty and malice 
ok the world, the deceitfulneſs of fin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us, when we have 
done our . utmoſt, yet we ſhall enter into divers temptations; in his love, care, 
tenderneſs, and faithfulneſs; he hath provided ſuch a ſufficiency of Grace for us, 
that they ſhall not utterly prevail to make an everlaſting ſeparation between him 
and our ſouls: yet I have three things to ſay to this objection: 


1.) He that wilfully or negligently enters into temptation, hath no reaſon in 
the world to promiſe himſelf any aſſiſtance from God, or any deliverance from 
the temptation whereunto he is entred. The promiſe 1s made to them whom 
temptations do betall in their way, whether they will, or not ; not them that 
wiltully fall into them, that run out of their way to meet with them. And there. 
tre the Devil (as is n when he tempted our Saviour, left out that 
expreſſion of the text of Scripture, which he wreſted to his purpoſe, all thy ways - 
the promile of deliverance is to them who are in their ways; whereof this is one 
principal, ro beware of temptation. 225 2 

(2.) Tho' there be a ſufficieny of Grace provided for all the Elect, that they 
hall by no temptation fall utterly from God; yet it would make any gracious heart 
to tremble; to think what diſhonour to God, what ſcandal to the Goſpel; what 
woful darkneſs and diſquietneſs they may bring upon their own ſouls, tho? they 


| periſh not. And they who are ſcared by nothing but fear of Hell, on whom other 


conſiderations ſhort thereof have no influence, in my apprehenſion, have more 
reaſon to fear it, than perhaps they are aware of. -; 
(3+) To enter on temptation on this account, is to venture on fin ( which is the 


ame with continuing in fin ) that grace may abound, Rom. yi. 1, 2. which the 


Apoſtle rejects the thoughts of with greateſt deteſtation; is it not a madneſs for a 
man willingly to ſuffer the ſhip wherein he is, to ſplit it ſelf on a rock, to the ir- 
recoverable loſs of his metchandize, becauſe he ſuppoſes he ſhall in his own perſon 
lwim ſafely to ſhore on a plank ? Is it leſs in him, who will hazard th& ſhipwreck 
of all his comfort, peace, joy, and ſo much of the glory of God, and honour of 
the Goſpel as he is intruſted with, meerly on 1 that his ſoul ſhall yet 
eſcape? Theſe things a man would think did not deſerve to be mention'd; and yet 


with ſuch as theſe do poor ſouls ſometimes delude themſelves. 
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\ CHAP. IV: 


Particular caſes propoſed to conſideration : the firſt its reſtitution in ſundry particulars j 
ſeveral diſcoveries of the ſtate of a ſoul entring into temptation. 


* 


71 HE s E things being premiſed in general, I proceed to the conſideration of 
1 three particular caſes ariſing from the truth propoſed, the firſt whereof re- 
lates unto the thing it ſelf; the ſecond unto the time or ſeaſon thereof; and the 
unto our deportment in reference unto the prevention of the eyil treated of. 
' 1, Then 1 may be enquired, how a man may know, when he is entred into 
temptation | | | : 8 „ bie eiiie TY 
2 What ſeaſons there are wherein a man may, and ought to fear, that an hour 
of temptation is at hand. | 


tation, 


: 
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6 When a man is drawn into any fin, he may be ſure that he hath entred 
into temptation All ſin is from temptation, James i. 14. Sin is a fruit, that comes 
only from that root- Tho” a man be never ſo ſuddenly, or violently ſurprized in, 
„ with any fin, yet it is from ſome 1 or other, that, he bath en 
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3. What directions are to be given, for the preventing of our entring into tems. 


1. How fhall a man | know whether he be entred into temptation or no, is our 
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prized: ſo the Apoſtle, Gal. vi. 1. If a man be ſurprized, overtaken with a fault 
yet he was tempted to it: for ſays he, Conſider thy ſelf leſt thou alſo be tempted, thats 
is, as he was, when he was  ſurprized, as it were at unawares. This men 
ſometimes take no notice of, to their great diſadvantage ; when they are over. 
taken with a ſin, they ſet themſelves to repent of that fin, but do not conſider tlie 
temptation that was the cauſe of it, to ſet themſelves againſt that alſo ; to take 
care that they enter no more into it; hence are they quickly again entangled by it: 
tho' they have the greateſt deteſtation of the fin it ſelf, that can be expreſſed. Ee 
that would indeed get the conqueſt over any fin, muſt conſider his temprations t0 
it, and ſtrike at that root; without deliverance from thence, he will not be henled. 

This is a folly that poſſeſſes many, who have yet a quick and living ſenſe of fi; 
they are ſenſible of their ſins, not of their temptations, are diſpleaſed with the bitter 
fruit, but cheriſh the poyſonbns root: hence in the midſt of their humiliations for 
in, they will continue in thoſe ways, thoſe ſocieties, in the purſuit of thoſe end, 
which have occaſioned that fin ; of which more afterwards. 

(2. ) Temptations have ſeveral degrees, ſome ariſe to ſich an height, do f 
preſs on the ſoul, ſo cruciate and diſquiet it, ſo fight againſt all oppofition that is 
made to it ; that it muſt needs be paſt all doubt to him who is fo aſſaulted, that it 
is a peculiar power of temptation that he is to wreſtle withal. When a Feser 
rages, a man knows he is fick, unleſs his diſtemper have made him mad. The luſts 
of men as James tells us, entice, draw away, and Teduce them to fin ; but this they 
do of themſelves without peculiar ipftigation, in a more quiet, even, and ſedate 
manner; if they grow violent, if they hurry the ſoul up and down, give it 50 ak 
reſt, the ſoul may know that they have got the help of temptation to their af. | 
ance. Take an empty veſlel, and put it into ſome ſtrèam that is in its courſe to the WI ® 


ſea ; it will infallily be carried thither, according to the courſe and ſpeed of the th 
ſtream ; but let Rn os ariſe upon it, it will be driven with violence on every il ++ 
bank and rock, until being broken in pieces, it is fwallowed up of the ocean. Mens Y 

| 


lufts will infallibly (if not mortified in the death of Chrift 7 carry them into eter- 
nal ruin; but oftentimes without much noife, according to the toutſe of the 
fiream of their corruptioris. But et the Wind of ſtrong temptations befi! them, 
they are hurried into innumerable ſcandalous fitis, and ſo broken upon all accounts, 
are allowed up in eternity; bp it in general with men; fo in particular. 
Hiztkidh had the root of pride 10 bi | always, yet it did not make him tun up and 
on to eto his treafure and his riches, 155 he fell into temptation, by the 
mbatſadors. of the King of Babylon „ To had David; yet could he keep off from 
numberitg the people, until Satan food up and provoked him, and ſolicited him t. 
do it. Fudas was covetous from the beginning, yet he did not contrive to ſatisfy it 
by ſelling of his Maſter, until the Devil entred into him, and he thereby into 
temptation. The. like may be ſaid of Abraham, Jonah, Peter and the reſt. 5 
that when any luſt or corruption whatever tumultuates and diſquieteth the ſoul, 
puts it with violence on fin; let the foul know that it hath got the advantage! 
ſome outward temptat ion, tho? as yet it perceiveth not wherein. or at leaſt is be. 
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dome its Tf” a peculiar temptation; by fome incitation or provocation, that þath 
befaln it and is to be looked to More than ordinarily. _ | 

(3) Entring into temptation may be ſeen in the lefſer degrees of it. As fo! 
Hiftance, v 55 e Begin ſectétty to like the matter of the temptation, ard 
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but tbey do it, that they may ſatisfy, the thoughts and words of men wherein they 
delight 3 and ſo in all they do, they make proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts 
thereof. 


It is true] God oftentimes brings light out of this darkneſs, and turns things to 


a better iſſue. After it may be a man hath ſtudied ſundry years, with an eye 
upon his luſts; his ambition, pride, and vain-glory ; riſing early, and going to 
bed late, to give them ſatisfaction; God comes in with his Grace; turns the ſoul 
to himſelf ; robs thoſe Egyptian luſts, and ſo conſecrates that to the uſe of the ta- 
bernacle, which was provided for Idols. 


Men may be thus, intangled in better things than learning, even ih the profeſſion 


of piety, in their labour in the miniſtry, and the like. Some mens profeſſion is a 
ſnare to them; they are in reputation, and are much honoured on the account of 
their profeſſion and ſtrict walking. This often falls out in the days wherein we 
live, wherein all. things are carried by parties; ſome find themſelyes on the ac- 
counts mentioned perhaps to be the darlings, and ingentia decora, or glory of their 
party; if thoughts hereof ſecretly, infinuate themſelves into their hearts, and in- 
fluence them into more than ordinary diligence and activity in their way and pro- 


feſſion, they are entangled ; and inſtead of aiming at more glory, had need lie in the 


duſt, in a ſenſe of their own vileneſs; and fo cloſe is this temptation, that often- 
times it requires no food to feed upon, but that he who is intangled with it, do 
avoid all means and ways of honour and reputation; ſo that it can but whiſper 
in the heart, that, that avoidance is honourable. The ſame may be the condition 
with men, as was faid, in preaching the Goſpel, in the work of the miniſtry; 
many things in that work may yield them eſteem, their ability, their plainneſs, 
their frequency, their ſucceſs; and all in this ſenſe may be fuel unto temptations. 
Let then a man know, that when he likes that which feeds his luſt, and keeps it 
up, by ways either good in themſelves, or not down-right ſinful, he is entred into 
temptation. | 1 | OSS N 
(4) When by a man's ſtate or condition of life, or any means whateyer, it 
comes to paſs, that his luſt and any temptation meet with occaſions and opportue 
hities for its provocation and ſtirring up; let that man know, whether he percely: 
it or not, that he is certainly entred into temptation. . I told you before, that t 
enter into temptation, is not meerly to be tempted, but {o to be under the power 
of it, as to be intangled by it. Now it 1s 1 77 almoſt, for a man to has 
opportunities, occaſions, advantages ſuited to his luft and corruption, but he wi 
be intangled. If Ambaſſadors come from the King of Babylon, Hexetiab's pride 


vil caſt him into temptation. If Hazel be King of Syria, his cruelty and ambi- 


tion will make him to rage ſavagely againſt 1ſrael ; if the prieſts come with their 
pieces of ſilver, Judas his covetouſneſs will inſtantly be at work to (ell his Maſter ; 
and many inſtances of the like kind may in the days wherein we live be given. 
Some men think to play on the hole of the aſp, and not be Hung, to touch pitch, 
and not be defiled ; to take fire in their cloath: aud not be burnt ; but. they wil 

be miſtaken. If thy buſineſs, courſe of life, ſocieties, or whatever elſe it be of 
the like kind, do caſt thee on ſuch things, ways, perſons, as ſuit thy Juft ox cpr- 
fuption 5 know that chou art entred into temptation ; how thou wilt come out, 


God only knows. Let us ſuppoſe àa man that hath any ſeeds of filthinels in his 
heart, engaged in the courſe of his life, in ſociety li at, Vain, and fooli (RW 
notice ſoever, little, great, or none at all, it be, t at he takes of e he js we 
doubtedly entred into temptation ; ſo is it with ambition in 


in a muttirude of perplexing affairs; 


high places; paſſion 
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fer themſelves to ſtudy with all diligence day and night, a thing good in it ſelf; 
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of one who hath come off without a wound, and I dare ſay you may find out an 
hundred for him that have been aſleep on the top of the maſt ; that they were in 
the jaws of ſome vile temptation or other, that afterwards brought forth bicte: 
fruit in their lives and ways: from ſome few returners from folly, we have every du 
theſe doleful complaints made. Oh I negletted private prayer, I did not medi: 1; 
on the Word, nor attend to hearing; but rather deſpiſed theſe things, and ves 
{aid 1 was rich, and wanted nothing; little did I conſider, that this unclean fut. 
was ripening in my heart, this Atheiſm, theſe Abominations were fomenting 
there. This is a certain rule, if his heart grow cold, negligent, or formal in 
duties of the worſhip of God, and that either as to the matter, or manner of them, 
who hath had another frame, one temptation or other, hath laid hold upon him, 
World, or pride, or uncleanneſs, or ſelf-ſeeking, or malice and envy, or ore 
thing or other, hath poſſeſſed his ſpirit ; gray hairs are here and there upon him, 
though he perceive it not. And this is to be obſerved as to the manner of duties 
as well as to the matter. Men may upon many ſiniſter accounts, eſpecially for the 
ſatisfaction of their conſciences, keep up and frequent duties of Religion, as to the 
ſubſtance and matter of them, when they have no heart to them, no life in them 
as to the ſpirituality required in their performance. Sardis kept up the performance 
of duties, and had therefore a name to live; but wanted ſpiritual life in their perfor- 
mances, and was therefore dead, Rev. iii. 1. As it is in diſtempers of the body; if 
a man finds his ſpirits faint, his heart oppreſſed, his head heavy, the whole perſon 
indiſpoſed, though he do not yet actually burn, nor rave; yet he will cry, I fear! 
am entring into a Feaver, I am ſo out of order and indiſpoſed. A man may do ſo 
in this ſickneſs of the ſoul, if he find his pulſe not beat aright and evenly towards 
duties of worſhip. and communion with God, if his ſpirit be low, and his heart 
faint in them, let him conclude, though his luſt do not yet burn or rage, that he is co 
entered into temptation, and it is high time for him to conſider the particular w! 
Cauſes of his diſtemper. If the head be heavy, and flumber in the things of grace, to 
if the heart be cold in duties, evil lies at the door. And if ſuch a foul do eſcape th 
a great temptation unto fin, yet it ſhall not eſcape a great temptation by deſertion. ty 
The ſpouſe cries, 1 ep, Cant. v. 2. and that ſhe had put off her coat, and could not iſ 
pur it on; had an indiſpoſition to duties and communion with Chriſt. What is the Wl op, 
next news you have of her? verſ. G. her beloved had with-drawn himſelf; Chriſt . 
vas gone, and ſhe ſeeks him long and finds him not. There is ſuch a ſuitaþlenels is x 
detween the new nature that is wrought and created in believers, and the duties of the 
the worſhip of God, that they will not be parted nor kept aſunder, unleſs it be by 25 
the interpoſition of ſome diſturbing diſtemper. The new creature feeds upon them, 
is ſtrengthened and increaſed by them, finds ſweetneſs in them, yea meets in them 
with its God and Father; ſo that it cannot but of its ſelf, unleſs made ſick by ſome 
temptation, but delight in them, and deſire to be in the exerciſe of them; this 
frame is deſcribed in the 119th Pſalm throughout, It is not I ſay caſt out of this 
frame and temper, unleſs it be oppreſſed, and diſorder'd, by one ſecret temptation 
or other.” Sundry other evidences there areof a ſoul's entring into temptation, which 
upon enquiry it may diſcover. | : 
I I propoſe this to take off the ſecurity that we are apt to fall into; and to maniteſ 
what is the peculiar duty that we are to apply our ſelves unto in the ſpecial ſeaſons 
of temptation. © For he that is already entered into temptation is to apply himſelf 
unto means for difintanglement, not to labour to prevent his entering in. Ho this 
may be done ſhall afterwards declare. 
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15 2 HAP. V. 
The ſecond caſe 'propoſed, of enquiries reſolved. What are the beſt directions, to prev 
entring into temptation > thoſe directions laid down. The dirett ions given by our $4910 1 
Watch and Pray. What is included therein. 1. Senſe of the danger of tempt ati, 
2. That it 15 not in our power to keep our ſelves. 3. Faith in promiſes of preſervation: 
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. Avid ſeen the danger of entring into temptation, and / alſo diſcovered, tbe 
LI way: . ſeaſons, whereby, and wherein men uſually do fo. Our ſecond on 
quiry is; what general dire&tions may be given to preſerve a ſoul from that none 
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%s e . 4. As wt. > : F 5 ,* 6 . Q | | 
"har bath, been ſpoken of. And we ſee our Saviour's direction in the place ſpoken of bo- 1 
fore, Matth. XXvi. 41. he ſums up all in theſe two words Watch and Pray; 1 ſhall a 1 
reels ſabour to unfold them, and ſhew- what is enwrapped and contained in them: and 


that both jointly and ſeveraly e- Wann EY ET 7 
I. There is included in them, a clear abiding apprehenſion of the great evil, that 
there is in entering into temptation... That which a man watches ard prays againſt, he 
looks upon as evil to him, and by all means to be avoided. 8 
This then is the firſt direction; Always bear in mind the great danger that it is, for any 
to entet into temptation. e ee ee "YL 
on . hing ler what flight thoughts the moſt have of this thing: lo 
men can keep themſelves fiom {in,it ſelf, in open action, they are content, they ſcarce 
am at more; on any tẽmptãtion in the world, all ſorts of men will venture at any time. 
1 — will young men put themſelves on any company, any ſociety z at bir ſt being de- 
lighted with evil company, then with the evil of the company? Ho vain are all ad- 
monitiors. and exhortatious to them, to take heed of ſuch perſons, debauched in them- 
les, corrupters of others, deſtroyers of ſouls ? At firſt they will venture on the com- 
pany, abhorring the thoughts of practiſing their lewdnelſs : but what is the iſſue? Un- 
ſes it be here or there one, whom God ſuatches with a mighty hand from the jaws of 
deſtruction, they are all loſt, and become after 3 while in love with the evil, which at 
fick they abhorred. . This open door to the rum of ſouls, is too evident; aud woful ex- 
perience makes it no Jels evident, that it is a moſt impoſſible to ſaſten upon many poor 
creatures, àuy fear or dread of 1 who yet will profeſs a fear and abhorrency 
of fin. Would it were only thus with young mep, ſuch as are unaccuſtomed to the yoke 
of the. Lord. What fort. of men is free from this folly in one thing or other? How 
many profeſſors have 1 known that would piead for their liberty, as they called it? They 
MES this. all things; all torts of men, all men; they would try-all things, 
| whether they come to them in the way of God or no; and on; that account would run 
to hear and to attend to every broacher offalſe and abcminable opinions; every ſeducer 
though ſtigmatized by the generality of the Saints, for ſuch a ove, they had their liber- 
ty, they could do it; but the opinions they hated as much as any; what hath been the 
ie? I ſcarce ever knew any come off without a wound; the moſt have had their faith 
overthrown: let no man then pretend to fear fin, that doth not fear temptation to it. 
They are too nearly ally'd, to be ſeparated. - Satan hath put them ſo together,. that ir 
12 hard, for any man to put them aſunder: he hates not the fruit, who delights in 
the root. | . e | OO . 
When men ſee that ſuch ways, ſuch companies, ſuch courſes, ſuch buſineſſes, ſuch 
ſudies and aims do entangle them, make them cold, careleſs, are quench-coals to 
them, indiſpoſe them to even univerſal, and conſtaut obedience, if they adventure on 
them, fin lies at the door. It is a tender frame of ſpirit, ſenſible of its own weakneſs 
and corruption, of the craft of Satan, of the evil of fin, of the efficacy of temptation, 
that can perform this duty. And yet until we-bring our hearts to this freme, upon the 
conſiderations before mentioned, or the like that may be propoſed, we ſhall never free 
our ſelves from ſinful intanglemer.ts. Boldr.eſs upon temptation, ſpringing from ſeveral 
pretences hath, as is known, ruined innumerable profeſſors in theſe days; and ftill con- 
tinues to caſt many down from their excellency 3 nor have I the leaſt hope of a more 
fruitful, profeſſion amongſt us, until I ſee more fear of temptation. Sin will not long 
ſeem great or heavy unto any, to whom temptations ſeem light or ſmall. Fa 
This is the firſt thing enwrapped in this general direction; The daily exerciſe of our 
thoughts with an apprehenſion of the great danger that hes in entring into temptation, 
s required of us. Grief of the ſpirit of God, diſquietment of our own ſouls, loſs of 
peace, hazard of eternal welfare, lies at the door; if the ſoul be not prevailed withal, 
to the obſervation of this direction, all that enſues, will be of no value; temptation 
deſpiſed will conquer: and if the heart be made tender and watchful here, half the 
vork of ſecuring a good converlation is over. And let not him go any farther, whore- 
yes. not to improve this direction in a daily conſcientious obſer vation of 8 


„. 2 There is this in it alſo, that it is not a thing in our own power to keep and pre- 
tye our ſelves from entring into temptation. Therefore are we to pray; that.we may 
e preſeryed from it, becauſe we cannot fave our ſelves. Eo 

[This is another means of preſervation; as we have no ſtren th,.to reſiſt a temptation 
vben it doth cc E, "when we ate entred into it, but ſhall fall under it, without a ſupply 
or ſufficiency of grace from God, ſo ee E have no power or wiſdom to keep 
a 6 our 
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our ſelves ſtom entring into temptatiqn,, but muſt be kept by the Power and wiſdom gr 
God, is a preſerving principle, 1 Peter. 1. 5. We are in all things Rept by the power of G,1 
This our Saviour inſtrucks us in, not only by direcking us to pray that we be not led 
into temptation ; but alſo by his own pray ing for us, that we may be kept from it, John 
Kvii. 15. 7 pray not that thou ſhouldeſt tale them out of the world, bur that thou ſhould: le 
them from the ell: tliat is, the temptations of the world, unto evil, unto ſin; Is 77 e 
out of the evil that is in the world, that is temptation, which is all that is evil in the 
world ; or from the evil one, who in the world, makes uſe of the world, unto tem. 
3 Chriſt prays his father to keep us; and inſtructs us to pray that we de fo kept; 
ſo 


_ 


15not then a . dur own power. The ways of our Ty into temptation are 
many, various, and imperceptible; che means of it, fo efficatious and powerful, the 
entrances of it fo deceitful, fubtile, inſenſible, and; plauſibſe; our weakneſs, our un- 
watchfulneſs, ſo unſpeakable, that we cannot in the leaſt keep or preſerve our ſelves 


from it: we fail both in wiſdom and power for this work. © 


Let the heart then commune with it ſelf and ſay, Tam poor and weak, Satan is ſab. 


tile, cunning, powerful; watching conſtantly for advantages againſt ' my foul ; the 
world earneſt, preſſing, and full of ſpecious pleas, innumerable pretences, and ways of 
deceit , my own corruption violent and tumultuating, enticing, entapgling, conceiving 

fin, and warting in tne, agaiuſt me. Occaſions and advantages of tempratiin innume. 
rable in all things I have done or ſuffer, in all buſineſſes and perſons with whom | con- 
verſe. The firſt beginuings of temptation inſenſible and plauſible; ſo that left uno 
my ſelf I ſhall not know that I am enſnared, until my bonds be made ſtrong, and ſin hath 
got ground in my heart; therefore on God alone will I rely for preſervation, and cont;- 
nually will I loc x up to him, on that account. This will make the ſoul be always com- 
mitting itſelf to the care of God, reſting itfelf on him; and to do nothing,” undertake 
nothing, Cr. without asking counſel of him. So that a double advantage will ariſe from 
the obſervation of this direction, both of ſingular uſe for the ſouls Pre ſer vation from 


the evil feared. Me ui | wy 3 
(..) The engagement of the grace and compaſſion of God, who hath called the fi- 
therleſs and helpleſs to reſt upon him; nor did ever ſoul fail of ſupplies, who, in a ſeuſe 
of want, rolled itſelf on him, on the account of his gracious invitation. | 


2.) The keeping of it in ſuch a frame, as on various accounts, is uſeful for its preſer- 


vation; he that looks to God for aſſiſtance in a due manner, is both ſenſible of his danger, 
and conſcientiouſly careful in the uſe bf means to preſerve himſelf, which two; of what 
importance they are in this caſe, may eaſily be apprehended, by them who have their 
WWW e ee ee e e ee 
3. This alſo is in it, ac faith on the promiſe of God for preſervation... Tobeliere 
that he will preſerve us, is a means of preſervation. Fot this God will certainly do, ot 
make a way for us to eſta out of temptation, if we fall into it, under ſuch a believing 
frame. We are to pray fot what God hath promiſed. Our requeſts are to be regula- 
ted by his promiſes and commands, which are of the fame extent, faith cloſes with the 
828 and ſo finds relief in this caſe. This James inſtructs us in, Chap. i. 5,7. 
hat op want we muſt ask of God: but we muſt ask it in faith, for otherwiſe we mul 
not think that we ſhall receive any thing of the Lord. This then alſo is in this direction of 
our Saviour; that we act faith on the promiſes of God, for our preſervation out of tem- 
ptation.' He hath promiſed that he will keep us in all our ways; that we ſhall be dite. 
ed in a way, that though we are fools, we ſhall not entertain it, Ia. ty. 8. that he will lead 
us, guide us, and deliver us from the evil one. Set faith on work on theſe promiſes of 
God, and expect a good and comfortable iſſue. It is not eaſily conceived, what a tran 
of graces faith is attended withal, when it goes forth to meet Chriſt in the promiſes: 
nor what a power for the preſervation of the ſoul lies in this thing: but 1 have ſpoken 
r ͤ fer et ae” ar ad 
4. Weigh theſe things ſeverally, auge. 3 
-- (1.) Take prayer into conſideration, to pray that we enter not into temptation, & 
means to preſet de us from it. Glorious things are by all men that know ought of those 
things, ſpoken of this duty; and yet the truth is, not one half of its excellency, ef, 
and efficacy is known, It is not my buſineſs to ſpeak of it in general ; but this ſay K 
to my Preſent purpoſe: he that would be little in temptation, let him be much l 
paper. Tus calk in the fuiable help and Licepiir that is laid upgn Chriſt ors 
eee 7699 £1 ii | 1. SFMT ei. N iel 8 
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Heb. iv. 16. This caſteth dur ſouls into a frame of ' oppoſition to every temptation. 
When Paul had given inſtruction for the taking to ourſelves the whole armour of God, 
that we may refit and ſtand in the time of temptation, he adds this general cloſe of the 
whole; Ephi vi. 18. Praying always with all prayer and ſupplication in the ſpirit, and watching 
thereuntd, "WH all perſeverance and ſapplication. © | 3 

Without this all the reſt will be of no 3 the end propoſed. And therefore 
conſider what weight he lays on it: praying always, that is, at all times and ſeaſons, or 
be always ready! and prepared far the diſcharge of that duty, Luke xviii. 1. 1 Thef. 
3.14. With all prayer and l the ſpiris; putting forth all kinds of deſires 
und "God; khat are ſuſted t our condition, according to his will, and which we are 
alliſted Ir by the Spirit, and watching thereunto, leſt we be diverted, by any thing 
whatever N and that: not for a little while, but with all perſeverance; continuance 
lengthn&d due to the utmoſt, ſd ſhalt we ſtand. The ſoul ſo framed, is in a ſure po- 
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fre and this is one f tlie mehus wicthbut which this work will not be done. If 


ve de vt abide in prayer, we ſhall abide in curſed temptations. Let this then be 
another? Arection. Abide in prayer! and that expreſly to this purpoſe; that we en- 
ter not into temptations t/ let t is be one part of our daily contending with God; 
that he would preſerve our fouls, and keep our hearts and our ways, that we be not 


entngled that his good and wiſe-providence will order our ways and affairs, that no 
den 


| ng temptat ion befal us; that he would give us diligence, carefulpeſs, and watch- 
Heſs over our on ways: ſo ſhall we be delivered, when others are held with the 
cords, of their own fol. | 1:36 1% „ 
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Of watching that we enter not into temptation : the nature and efficacy 
f that duty. The firſt part of it, ar to the Tpecial 114A 4 
tempratan. The (1.) ſeaſon ; in unuſual. proſperity. (2.) In 
1 17 grace. (3. A ſeaſon -of great ſpiritual enjoyments. 
Bla). A Teaſon of ſelf, defence. 
nee v1.6) 5 ED m8 79, 10 206k 203 dn: 21 v 
HE other part of our Saviour's direction, namely to watch, is more general, 
and extends it ſelf to many particulars; 1 ſhall ix on ſome things that are 
A contained therein. Inn e n ng | 
1. Watch the ſeaſons wherein men uſually do enter into temptation. 
There re ſundry ſeaſons, wherein an hour of temptation is commonly at hand; 
and will Unavoidably ſeize upon the ſoul, unlets it be dehvered by mercy in the uſe 
of watchfulneG. When we are under ſuch a ſeaſon, then are we peculiarly to be upon 
dur gusrd that we enter not into, that we fall not under, the power of temptation. 
Some of thoſe ſeaſons may be named. R T1 GE; 34 JB | Py 1 l . 
(i) A ſeaſon of unuſual outward proſperity is uſually accompanied with an hour of 
temptation. Proſperity and temptation go together; yea, proſperity is a temptation; 
many temptations ; and that becauſe' without eminent ſupplies of grace, it is apt to 
aſt a ſoul into a frame and temper Expoſed to any temptation, and provides it with 
fuel and food for all-; it hath proviſion for luſt; and darts for ſatan." 
The wiſe man tells us, that the profpericy of fools _— them, Prov. i. 31. it har- 
dens them in their way, makes them deſpiſe inftruttion, ànd put the evil day (whole 
terror ſhould influence them into amendment) far from them. Without a ſpecial aſ- 
iftance, it hath an inconceivably malignant influence on believers themſelves. Hence 
Agur prays againſt Riches, becauſe of tHe temptation that attends them, Leſt, faith 
be, I be Full and dem) eee, amd ſay Who it th Lord ?' Prov. xxx. 8, 9. Leſt, beg l- 
ld'withthem he ſhould forget the Lord; as God complains chat his People did, Hof. 
XIli. 6, We.knqyy how David was miſtaken inthis caſe, Pſal. xxx. 6. J ſaid in my proſperity, 
T ſhall nee, be moved: all is well, and will be well, but what was at hand; what lay at 
the door. chat David thought not of ? Verſ. 7. Thon diddeſt tide thy face, and 1 wa 
Bat ans 1 trouble: 
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troubled : God was ready to hide his face, and David.to enter into a temptatio v of de. 


- 


ſert ion, and he knew it not. er nei e ne 
As then unto a proſperous condition. I ſhall net run croſs to Svlomon's counſel, J, 
the day of proſperity rejoice, Ecclel. vii. 14. Rejoice in the God of thy mercies, who doth 
thee good in his patience and forbearance, notwithſtanding all thy unworthineſß: 
yet I may add to it from the ſame foundation of wiſdom, Conſider alſo, leſt evil li 
at the door. A man in that ſtate is in the midſt of ſſares; ſatan hath many advantas 
ges againſt him; he forgeth darts out of all his enjoyments, and if he watch not, he 
will be entangled before he is aware oh e low) va, d e l r 
Thou wanteſt that which ſhould-poiſe and ballaſt; thy heart. Formality in reli. 
gion will be apt to creep upon thee, and that lays the ſoul open to allitemptatiorg 
in their full power and ſtrength. Satisfaction and delight in creature comforts, the 
poy ſon of the ſoul, will be apt to grow upon thesen Jn ſuch a time be, vigilant, be 
circumſpect, or thou wilt be ſurprized. - Jeb ſays, that in his Affliction God made his 
heart ſoft, Chap. xxiii. 16. There is a hardneſs, an, inſenſible want of ſpiritual ſeuſe, 
gathered in proſperity, that if not watched againſt, will expoſe the heart to the de. 
ceits of ſin and baits of ſatan: watch and pray in this ſeaſon, many mens negligence 
in it hath coſt them dear, their woful experience cries out to take heed. Bleſſed 
is he that feareth always; but eſpecially in a time of profperity-/// 1 
- (2) As in part was manifeſted before, à time of the ſlumber grace, of negledt in 
commun ion with God, of formality in duty, is a ſeaſon to be watched in, as that 
which hath certainly ſome other temptation attending itt. | 
Let a ſoul in ſuch an eſtate awake and look about him; his enemy is at hand, and 
he is ready to fall into ſuch a condition as may coſt him dear all the days of his life: 
is preſent. eftate is bad enough in its ſelf; but it is an indication of that which is 
worſe, that lies at the door. The diſciples that were with Chriſt in the mount, had 
not only a bodily, but a ſpiritual drowſine ſs upor them. What ſays our Saviour to 
them? Ariſe, watch and pray, that you enter not into temptation. We know how near one 
of them was to a bitter hour of temptation, and not watching as he ought, he imme- 


diately entred into it. NID) d 
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temp tation. Ne ror rent nant vn of Vl 
We know how the caſe ſtood with Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 7. he had gloriods ſpiritual reve” 
lations of God and Jeſus Chriſt ; inſtantly Satan falls upon him; à meſſenger om 
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buffets him, ſo that he earneſtly begs its departure ; but yet is leit to ſtruggle with it. 
Coch is pleaſed ſometimes to give us eſpecial diſcoveries of himſelf and. his dove; to fill 
the heart with his kindneſs, Chriſt takes us into the banqueting houſe, and gives our 
hearts their fills of love; and this by ſome ſignal work of his Spirit, overpowering us 
with a ſenſe of love, in the unſpeakab'e privilege of adoption, and ſo fills our fouls 
with joy unſpeakable and glorious. - A man would think, this was the ſecureſt condition 
in the world: what ſoul does not cry with Peter in the mount; It is good for me to be here, 
to abide here for ever? But yet very frequently ſome bitter temptation is now at hand. 
gatan ſees, that being poſſeſt by the joy before us, we quickly neglect many ways of 
approach to our ſouls, wherein he ſeeks and finds advantages againſt us. Is this then 
our ſtate and condition? Does God at any time give us to drink of the rivers of pleaſure, 
that are at his right hand, and ſatisfy our ſouls with his kindneſs as with marrow and 
htneſs? Let us not ſay, we ſhall never be moved; we know not how ſoon God may hide 
tis face, or a meſſenger from Satan may buffet us. A Spada 
. Beſides, there lies oftentimes a greater and worſe deceit in this buſineſs. Men cheat 
their ſouls with their own fancies, inſtead of a ſenſe of God's love by the holy Ghoſt ; 
and when they are litted up with their imaginations, it is not expreſſible how fearful] 
they are expoſed to all manner of temptations; aud how then are they able to find 
relief againſt their conſciences, from their own fooliſh fancies, and deceivings where- 
with they ſport themſelves ? May we not ſee ſuch every day? perſons walking in the 
vanities and ways of this world, yet boaſting of their ſenſe of the love of God; ſhall 
we believe them? We muſt not then believe truth its ſelf; and how woful then muſt 
their condition needs be? | 3g N 120 
(4) A fourth ſeaſon, is a ſeaſon of ſelf confidence; then uſually temptation is 
at hand. | 3 by party 45 | * 3 
The caſe of Peter is clear unto this: I will not deny thee, though all, men ſhould deny thee, 1 
vil nor: though I were to die for it, I would not do it. This ſaid the poor man, when 
he Rood, on the very brink of that temptation, that coſt him in the iſſue ſuch bitter 
tears. And this taught him ſo far to know himſelf all his days, and gave him ſuch 
acquairitance with the ſtate of all believers, that when he had received more of the 
Spirit and of power, yet he had leſs of confidence, and ſaw it was fit that others ſhould 
have ſo alſo; and therefore perſuades all men to paſs the time of their ſojourning here in fear, 
i Peter i. 17. not to be confident and high, as he was, leſt, as he did, they fall. At 
the firſt trial he compares himſelf with others, and vaunts himſelf above them; 
Though all men | ſhould forſake thee, yet I will not; he fears every man more than himſelf: 
but when our Saviour afterwards comes to him, and puts him directly upon the com- 
pariſon, Simon Peter, loveſt tho ume, more than'theſe? John xi. 15. he hathdone compa- 
ting himſelf with others, and only cryeth, Lord, thou knoweſt that I love thee he will 
lift up himſelf above others no more. Such a ſeaſon oftentimes; falls out. Temptations 
are abroad in the world, falſe doctrines, with innumerable other allurements and pro- 
vocations ; we are ready every one to be very confident, that we ſhall not be ſurprized 
with them: though all men ſhould fall into theſe follies, yet we would not; ſurely we 
hall never go off from our walking with God; it is impoſſible our hearts ſhould be fo 
fottiſh : but ſays the apoſtle, Be not high minded, but fear; Let him that ftandeth take heed 
kft he fall. Wouldeſt thou think that Peter, who had walked, on the ſea with Chriſt, 
confeſſed him to be the ſon of God, been with him on the mount when he heard the 
voice from the excellent glory, ſhould at the word of a ſervant: girl, when there was no 
legal inquiſition aſter him, no proceſs againſt him, nor any one in his condition, inſtant- 
ly fall a curſing and fearing that he knew him not? Let them take heed of ſelf-con- 
dence who have any mind to take heed of fin. And this 1s the firſt thing in our watch- 
ing, to conſider well the ſeaſons wherein temptation uſually, makes its approaches to the 
foul, and be armed againſt them. And theſe are ſame of the ſeaſons, wherein temp- 
ations are nigh at hand. EO PEI, tht” vr: | 
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Several acts f watchfulne 7 qgainſt temptation 8 propoſed. Patch the 
beart. What it is to be watched in and about. Of the ſnares Lying 
in mens natural tempers. Of peculiar luſts, Of occaſions ſuited i 
them. Watching to lay in promiſton againſt temptation. Diredlims 
| for watchfulneſs in the firſt approaches of temptation. Direclimm 
after entering into temptatton. We | 


HAT part of watchfulneſs againſt temptation which we have conſidered, te- 

gards the outward means, occaſions and advantages of temptation; proceed 
ve now to that which reſpects the heart itſelf, which is wrought upon, and 
entangled by temptation : watching or keeping of the heart, which above all keeping 
we are obliged unto, comes within the ona of this duty alſo; fot the right petfor- 
mance whereof, take theſe enſuing directions. 1 
1. Let him that would not enter into temptation labour to know his own heart, to be 
acquainted with his own fpirit, his natural frame and temper, his lufts and corruption, 
his natural, ſinful, or ſpiritual weakneſſes, that finding where his weaknels lies, he 
may be careful to keep at a diftance from all occaſions of fin. . 
Our Saviour tells the diſtiples, that they bir not what ſpirit they were of, which under! 
retence of zeal betrayed them into ambition and deſire of revenge. Had they knoun 


it, they would have watched over themſelves. David tells us, Pſal. xvili. 23. that hs 
conſidered his ways, and kept himſelf from bis iniquity, which he was particularly pron | 


uo ; | 
There are advantages for 3 lying oftentimes in mens natural tempers and 
eonſtitutions: ſome are naturally gentle, facile, eaſy to be intreated, pliable, which 
though it be the nobleſt temper of nature, and the beſt and choiceſt ground, when 
well broken up and fallowed for grace to grow in, yet if not watched over, will be 4 
means of innumerable ſurprizals and intanglements in temptation. ' Others are earthy 
froward, moroſe; ſo that envy, malice, ſelfiſhneſs, peeviſhneſs, harſh thoughts x 
others, repinings, lie at the very door of their natures, and they can featce ep out, 
but they are in the ſhate of one or other of them: others are paſſionate, and the like. 
Now he that would watch that he enter not into temptation, had need be acquainted 
with his own natural temper : that he may watch ovet the treacheries that lie in it cor- 
tinually 4 take heed left you hive a Jehu in you, that ſhall make you drive furiouſly, 
or, 2 Jonah in you, that will make you ready to repine; or a David that will make yo 
haſty in your determinat ions as he was often in the wartnth and govdnefs of his natural 
temper. . He who watches not this throughly, who is not exactly skilpd in the 
knowledge of himſelf will never be difintangled from one temptation or another, all 
Again, us men have peculiar natural tempers, which according as they are attended 
or managed, prove n gr Eat fomes of ſin, or advantage to the exertile of grace; ſo men 
may have peculiar luſts or ON, which either by their natural conſtitution 0c 
education and other prejudices, have got deep. rooting and ſtrength in them. Th 
alſo is to be found out by him, who would not enter into temptation. Unleſs be 
know it, unleſs his eyes be always on it, wile he obſerves its actings, motions, adva!- 
tages, it will continually be intangling and infharing of him. This then is our ſixth di- 
rettion in this kind; labour to know thine dn frame and temper, what ſpirit thou art 
of; what aſſociates in thy heart Satan hath, where corruption is ſtrong, where grace * 
weak; what ſtrong hold luſt nath in thy natural conſtitution, and the le. How ma- 
Dy haye all their comforts blaſted, and peace diſturbed, by natural paſſion and Nen 
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netz? How Many are rendered uſeleſs in the world, by their own gentleneſs and facili- 
y ? Be acquainted then with thine own heart, though it be deep, ſearch it: though it 
de dark, efquire into it: though it give all its diſtempers other names, than what are 
their due, believe it not. Were not men utter ſtrangers to themſelves, did they not 

Je Hartering titles to their natural diſtempers, did they not ſtrive rather to juſtify, 
palliate, fr excuſe the evils of their hearts, that are ſuited to their natural tempers and 
conſtitut ions, than to deſtroy them, and by theſe means keep themſelves off from tak- 
ing a clear and diſtintt view of them: it were impoſſible that they ſhould all their days 
hang in the ſame briers without attempt for deliverance; uſeleſsneſs and ſcandal in pro- 


% 


ſelſors are branches growing conſtatitly on this root of unacquaintedneſs with their own - 


fame ad rem per; and how few are there, who will either ſtudy them themſelves, or 
hear with thoſe who would acquaint them with them? 

2. When thou knoweſt the ſtate and condition of thy heart, as to the particular men- 
toned, watch againſt all ſuch occaſions and opportunities, employments, ſocieties, re- 
tirements, buſineſſes, as are apt to intangle thy natural temper, ot provoke thy cor- 


It may be; there are ſome ways, ſome ſocieties, ſome buſineſſes, that thou never in 
thy life eſcaped'ſt them, but ſuffered'ſt by them more or leſs, through their ſuitablene ſs 
to entice, or provoke thy corruption. It may be thou art in a ſtate and condition of life, 
that weaty thee day by day, on the accouiit of thy ambition, paſſion, diſcontent or 
the like 3 if thou haſt any love to thy Soul, it is time for thee to awake, and to deliver 
thy ſelf as A bird from the evil ſhare. Peter will not come again in haſt to the high- 

eſff's hall, nor would D4vid walk again in the top of his houſe, when he ſhould have 
deen in the high places of the field. But the particulats of this inſtance are ſo various, 
aud of ſuch ſeveral natures in reſpect of ſeveral perſons, that it is impoſſible to enume- 
fits them, Prov. iv. 14, 15: herein lies no mall part of that wiſdom, which conſiſts in 
out ordering our converſation aright. Seeing we have ſo little power over our hearts, 
#heh once they meet with ſuitable provoeations, we are to keep them aſunder, as a man 
would do fire and the combuſtible parts of the houſe wherein he dwells. 

3. Be ſure to lay in proviſion in ſtore, Whnſt the approaching of any temptation. 

This alſo belongs to our watchfulneſs over our hearts. You will ay, What proviſion 
$ intended; and where is it to be laid up? Our hearts, as our Saviour ſpeaks, are our 
treaſiry. There we lay up whatever we have, good of bad; and thence do we draw 
it, for our ule, Matt. xii. 35. It is the heart then wherein proviſion is to be laid up 
ininſt temptation. When an enemy draws nigh to a fort or caſtle to beſiege and take 
it; oſtentimes if he find it well manned, tuid furniſhed with proviſion for a flege, and 
ible to hold out, he withdraws and aſſaults it not. If fatan the prince of this world 
coe, and find our hearts fortified againſt his batteries, and provided to hold out, he 
wt only departs, but as James ſays, he flies; he will fly from ut, Jam. iv. 7. for the 
Nennen to be laid up, it is that which is provided in the Goſpel for us. Goſpel pro- 
mhiohs will do this work that is, keep the heart full of a ſenſè of the love of God in 
Chriſt: this is the greateſt preſervative againſt the power of temptation in the world. 
denz had this; and therefore on the firſt appetrance of a temptation; he cries out; 
fem tan I do this orent evil, ani fin againſt God? And there is an end of the temptation, 
t kim, it lays no hold on Him, but departs. He was furniſhed with ſuch & ready 
eule of the love of God, as temptation could not ſtand before, Gen. xxxviii. 9. The 
live of Chriſt conſtrains us, faith the Apoſtle, to live to him, 2 Cor: v. 14. and fo conſe- 
quently, to withſtarid temptation. A man may, nay he ought to lay in proviſions of the 
law alfd ; fear of death, hell, puniſhitient, with the terror of the Lord in them. But 
theſe are far more eaſily conquered than the other: nay they will never ſtand alone a- 
Mint a vigorous aſſuult. They are conquered, or convinced perſons evety day: hearts 
ſtored with them will ſtruggle for a while, but quickly give over. But ſtore the heart with 
{le bfthe love of God in Chriſt; with the eternal deſign of his gute, wich a taſt of 
the blood of Chriſt, and bis love in the ſhedding of it; get a reliſh of the privileges 
de hayes thereby; our adoption, juſtification, atceprition with God, fill the beart with 


thoughts of the beauty of holineſs as ig ig defigned by Chriſt for the end, iffue, and ef- 


felt of his death, and thou wilt in an ordinary courle of walking with God, have great 


prace und ſecurity as to tlie diſturbunet of temptations When men can live and ve 
g ove 


au n theif profeflion; und not be able tb ſay; when they had miy Hing ſenſe of the 


dey can have to keep them from falling into ſaares. The apoſtle tells us, that the 
WA | | peage 


#G0d; or of che privileges which we ade in the blood of Chriſt; I know not what 
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28 TEMPTATION, Sc. 


2 


— 


peace of God bop fe. re Lad Ie, Phil. iv. vii. thall keep our hearts 5 Þoven, is a militz. 


ry word, a garriſon; and fo veovigees is, ſhall keep as in a garriſon... Now a garriſon hath 
two things attending it. Firſt, That it is expoſed to the aſſaults of its enemies. Secongly 
That ſafety lies in it from their attempts. It is ſq with our Souls: they are expoſed ty 
temp:ations, aſſaulted continually : but if there be a garriſon in them, or if they be kept 
as in a garriſon, temptation ſhall not enter, and conſequent ly we ſhall not enter into 
temptation. Now how is this done? Saith he, the peace of God ſhall do it: what is %, 
peace of God? A ſenſe of his love and favour in Jeſus Chriſt. . Let this abide in you, and j 
{hall garriſon you againſt all aſſaults whatever: beſides, there is that in an eſpecial manner 
which is alſo in all the reſt of the directions; namely that the thing its ſelf lies in a dired 
oppoſition to all the ways and means that temptation can make uſe of, to approach uno 


our ſouls. Contending to obtain, and keep, a ſenſe of the love of God in Chriſt, in the 


nature of it, obviates all the workings and inſinuations of temptation. Let this be a third 
directioa then in our watching againſt temptation, lay in ſtore of Goſpel proviſion 


that may make the ſoul a defeuced place, againſt all the aſſaults thereof. 


4. In the firſt approach of any temptatjon, as we are all tempted, theſe direQ&ions 
following are alſo ſuited to carry on the work of watching, which we are in the pur. 
ſuit of. 310 8 I vd ka . os We 

(1.) Be always awake, that thou may'ſt have an early diſcovery. of thy Temptation, 
that thou may ſt know it ſo to be. Moſt men perceive not their enemy, until they ar 
wounded by him. Yea others may ſometimes ſee them deeply inſenſible; they ileey 
without any ſenſe of danger, until others come and awake them, by telling them that 
their houſe is on fire, Temptation in a neuter ſenſe is not eaſily . namely, 
as it denotes ſuch a way, or thing, or matter, as is, or may be made uſe of for the 
ends of temptation; few take notice of it, until it is too late; and they find them. 
ſelves intangled, if not wounded. Watch then, to underſtand bet imes the ſnares that 
are laid for thee; to underſtand the advantages thy enemies have againſt thee, before 
they get ſtrength and power; before they are incorporated with thy luſts, and haue 
diſtilled poy ſon into thy xouu . ee ee 

(1.) Conſider the aim and tendeney of the temptation, whatever it be, and of al 
that are concerned in it. Thoſe Who have hn active concurrence, into thy temptation, 
are ſatan, and thy own luſts. For thine own luſt, 1 have manifeſted elſewhere, what 


it aims at in all its actings and enticings. It never riſes up, but its intendment is the 


worſt of evils. Every acting of it, would be a formed enmity againſt God. Hence 
look upon it in its firſt attempts, what pretences ſoever may be made, as thy mortil 
enemy; I hate it, ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom. vii. 15. that is, the working of luſt in me, 
I hate it; it is the greateſt enemy I have; oh! that it were killed and deſtroy'd; ob! 
that I were delivered out of the power of it. Know then that in the firſt attempt or 
aſſault in any temptation, the moſt curſed, ſworn enemy is at hand, is ſetting on thee, 
and that for thy utter ruin: ſo that it were the greateſt madneſs in the world, to throw 
thy ſelf into his arms, to be deſtroy d. But of this I have ſpoken in my diſcourſe of 
Mortification. r 8 15 r 
Hath Satan any more friendly aim and intention towards thee, who is a ſharer in 
every temptation? To beguile thee as a ſerpent, to devour thee as a lyon, is the 
friendſhip that he owes thee. I ſhall only add that the ſin he tempts thee to againſt 
the law, it is not the thing he aims at; his deſign, lies againſt thy intereſt in the Goſpel. 
He would make ſin but a bridge, to get over to a better ground to aſſault thee, as to thy 
intereſt in Chriſt. He who perhaps will ſay to day thou may'> venture on ſin, becauſe 
thou haſt an intereſt in Chriſt; will to morrow tell thee to the purpoſe, that thou haf 
none, . becauſe thou haſt done ſo. ee en ak ep 
_ (3): Meet thy temptation in its entrance with thoughts of faith concerning Chriſt on 
the croſs: this will make it ſink before thee. Entertain no parly, no diſpute with is 
if thou wouldeſt not enter into it. Say it is Chriſt that dyed, that dyed for ſuch ſins a 
theſe. This is called taking the. ſhield of faith to quench the fiery darts of Satan, Eph. vi. 16 
faith. doth. it, by laying hold on Chriſt crucified, ,/ his love therein, and what from 
uftered for fin. Let thy temptation be v hat it will; be it unto fin, to fear 
or 2 fin, or about thy ſtate and condition, it is not able to ſtand before faith 
lifting up the ſtandard of the croſ. We know what means the papiſts, who have lol 
the power, of faith, uſe to keep up the form. They will ſign themſelves with the fen 


. * 0 1 
of the croſs, or make aerial croſſes; and by virtue of that work done, think to {care 
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away the devil. To act faith on Chrift crucified,” is = 78 to TE our 7 with he 
ſign of the croſs ; and thereby ſhall we overcome that wicked one, 1 Peter v. 9. 

Bir ſuppoſe the ſou] hath been ſurprized by temptation, aud intangled at ur awares, ſo 
that now it is too late to reſiſt the firſt entrances of it 5 what thal ich a foul do, chat 
it be not plunged into it, and carried away with the power thereof? 

1, Da as Paul did; be ſeech God. a and again, that it may art from thee, 1 Cor. 
x. 7. and if thou abideſt therein,” thou ſhalt — either be Ipeedily delivered out 
of it, or receive a ſufficiency y of 155 not to be foiled utterly by it. Only, as I faid in 
part before, do not ſo much itnploy thy thauights about the things whereunto thou art 
tempted, which oftentimes raiſeth further intanglements; but ſet thy ſelf againſt the 
temptation-it ſelf. Pray againſt the temptation thut it may depart z and wheri that is 
laben away, the things themſelves may be more calmly co 780 ' 

2. Fly to Chrift, in a peculiar manner, as he was rempred'; und beg of him to give 
thee ſuccour in this ,needful time of trouble, Heb. ii. 11. rhe apoſtle inſtructs us herein, 
n that he hath been tempted, he is able to fuccour them that are tempted : this is the meaning 
of it; when you are tempted, and are ready to faint, when you want ſuccour, you 
muſt have it, or you die; act faith peculiarly on Chriſt, as he was tempted, that is 
conſider that be was tempted himſelf; that Pe be Gicred thereby, that he conquered a 
temptations,” and that not merely on his own account, ſeeing for our ſakes he ſubmited 
tobe tempted; but for us (he conquered in, and by himfelt, hut for us) and draw, yea 
expeft ſuccour from him, Heb. iv. 15, 16, lye down at his keet, make thy tomplaint 
koown to him, beg his aſſiſtance, and it will not be in vain, 

3% Look to him who hath promiſed deliyerance ; conſider that be is faithful, and 
vill not ſuffer thee to be tempted: above what thou art able · Conſider that be hath 
dromiſed a comfortable iſſue of thele trials, and temptations. Call all the promiſes to 
mids. of aſſiſtance and deliveravce-that be hath made: ponder them in thy heart, and 
ji upon. it, that God hath innumerable ways chat thou knoweſt not of, to give thee in 

liverance ; 28, 1 20093807 #1 

(He can ſend an affliction, that hall mortify thy heart unto the matter of the 
temptation, whatever it be; that, which was before a Tweet motſel under the tongue, 
fallneither have tafte, or reliſni in 0 unto thee, thy dehre tape thallbe kibed; as was 
the caſe with David ; or,” {1.3 vt | 

(2.) He can by ſome. pronjdence. alter that whole fate of things, from whence thy 
temptation doth ariſe ; tak taking fuel from the tire, cauling ic ye et it ſelf; as 
it was vrith the Game David i in the day of battle; or, 

630 He can tread down Satan under thy feet, chat he ſhall not dare to ſuggeſt any 
ding any more to thy r r e (che God of peace ball do x) that thoy ſhalt hear 
of hm no more; OL - 

He can give thee ſuch fupply of grace, 28 chat Ga mayes be freed, "though not 
fum he temptation it ſelf, ug from the nete and danger of it, 35 wasche Ale 

Paul; or, 

(650 He can.give thee ſuch x comfortable en of good ue in the iſſue, as 
that thou ſfialt have refreſnment in thy n and be. kept from the trouble of the 
temptation 3 as was the cale with the lame Paul; or, © 

.) Ee tan utterly remove it, and make thee a compleat conquerdur. Aud innu- 
. other ways he hath, of Fey thee from entring iu temptation, o as to be 
Wy "Confider te 5 pt area chow art. ee hath. 8 
vitrange,- and: by:what means, and with all ſpeed make up that breach: op that — 
uhich the waters have made to enter in at Deal with thy ſoul like a wile. phyſician; 
iquire, when, how, by what means thou felleſt into this diftemper; and if thou findeſt 
negligence, carelefinels, want of keeping watch over thy ſelf, to have lain at the bot- 
So fx thy foul there; bewail that before che Lord : make r that re and 

_—_ en cha da =: n Abad 130. 
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— — keeping the word of Chriſt's 8 patience, what that Word 

2 q bow it 16 kept': bow the e oF 15 will 8 82 us rad the 
e of em put: | | | 


"8112 int V. 2 iet Bs 
HE Greckiors infified on in the Sumer chapter are Licks,- 48 are Nahe given 
us in their ſeveral particulars, up andidown the — — partly ariſe from 
the nature of the thing it ſelf ; there is one general direction remains, which 
is — of all that went before, and al ſo adds many more particulars unto 
them; this contains an approved antidote againſt the poi ſon of temptation ; a remedy, 
that Chrift himſelf hach marked with à note of efficacy, and ſuoceſs that is given us, 
Reuel. iii. 10. in the words of our Saviour himſelf to the church of Philadelphia. Be 
cauſe, faith he, th haſt kep kept the word of my puti enoe, I will alſo keep thee from the hour of 
tempt ation, which ſhall comt upon all the 7 to try them that dwell in prod e&th 5 Chriſt is 
the fame Le ar a to — and for ever; as he deal with the church of Philadelphia 
ſo will he deal with us; if we keep the word of his patience, he will keep us from the 
hour of temptation. This chen being @way of rolling? the whole care of this weighty 
affair on him who is able to bear it, it requires our peculiar conſiderat ion 


* . 
* LN 


And cherefore 1 hk ſhew 1. What dr ib to keep the word of Chriſt's patience; that 


we may know how to perform our duty; And 2. How this will be e IN 
ſervation; which will effabtifh us in tlie faith of Chriſt promiſ e 
1. The word of Ohriſt, is the word of the Goſpel 3 the word by him l from 
the boſom of the father. The word of the Word the word Ipoken an time of the 
eternal word. So it is called, The wortbof Chriſt, Coloſ. iii. 16. or the Guſpel of Cri 
Rom. i. 160 1 Cor. ix. 12. and che Jottrine of Clos, Keb. en. rc that is 
as its author, Heb. i. 1, 2. and ef him, as the chief ſubſect or matter of it, 1 Cor. 5 
20. now this word is called the word of ChriſPs patiencey or toleratice, and forbeèarante, 
upon the account of that patience, and long - ſuffering which in che diſpenſation of i ity 
the Lord Chriſt exerciſeth towards the whole, and to all perſons 1 in it; and - py 
actively, and paſſively; in his bearing with men, andrendurang from tchiem. 
(1.) He is patient towards his ſaints, he bears with them, ſuffers from them! : He 
is patient to us-ward, 2 Pet. iii. 9. that | is, that believe. The: Goſpel is the word af 
Chats patience,” even to believers. /: A ſoul acquainted with the Goſpel knows that 


there is no property of Chriſt eto glorious therein; than that of his patience; 


that he ſhould bear with ſo ee, ſo many cauſe leſs breaches, ſo may 
neglets of his love, ſo, many affronts done to his grace, d many violations of 1 
ments, as he doth; it manifeſts his Goſj peb to be not ohly the word ut his grace, but al- 
ſo of his patience. "Us ſuffers alſo from! them, in — — bring upoubis 
name und ways : and he ſuffers in them';/ for in all heir affiiftidns heligafftlited; » 
(.) Towards his elect, not yet effe&ually called; Rctiel: iii. 20. he fands . 


che dab of their hearts, and knocks for an 1 Hs deals with them by all means, 


and yet ftands and waits, until his head is roar wirb rh idem and his locks? mit h h dropsuf 
the night, Cant. v. 2. as enduring the cold and inconveniencies of the night, that when 
his morning is cone, he may have entrance; oftentimes for a long ſeaſon, he is by 
them {corned in his perſon, per ſecuted in hi Hints, and ways, reviled in his word, 
whilſt he ſtands at the door in the word of his patience, with his heart my of love to- 
wards their poor rebellious fouls. 

(3.) To the periſhing world; hence heals of his kingdom in this watld, is called 
the time 0.00 patrence, Revel. i. 9. he _— the veſſels of wrath with much low” 


ſuffering, 
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ſufering, Rom. ix. 22 22 whilſt the. Goſpel is adminiſtred in the world, be 3 is. patient 
towards the men thereof, until the, ſaints i in heaven and earth are aſtoniſhed, and cry 
out, How long? Plal. Xiij. 1, 2.  Revel,, vi. 0; and themſelves do mock at him; as if he 
vere an idol, 2 Pet. iii. 4. he endures from them bitter things; in his name, ways, 
vorlhip, ſaints, promiſes, threats, all his intereſt! of honour and Ne 5 and yet 'paſſeth 
by them, lets them alone, does them, good; nor will he cut this way of proceeding 
ſhort, until the  Golpel "ſhall be N no ute 5 er n. an the 
Gol] #1 474 et? 116 [ N Jo © A? 18 t; 5 « 

Wer this is the word that 1 18 to 8 kept, that * may 'be keps fe From the hour, of tem: 
ptation- Three things are implyed in the keeping of, this word. . 

$3 Knowledge. [2.] Valuation, [3] Obedience. 

I 


J Knowledge, he that will PEEP this wor muſt * it be o acquaiuted with it; 3 
ra for- fold notion. 1 
1. Asa word of grace.and mercy ba e im ill il acm. 
As a word of holineſs and pui ity to ſauctify 1 é 
an As a word of liberty and power to enoble him, ne ſet hm *. | 
As 2 word of conſolation to ſupport him in every condition. wot! | 
190 sa word of grace, and mercy able to ſave us: [t is the power of God unto ſalvation, 
Rom. i. 19. The grace of God that br ingeth ſalvation, Titus ii. 11. The word of grace, 
he able to build us up, and to 2 an heritance among all them that are ſanctißed, Acts xx. 


YELL 


* The word that is able to ſave our ſouls; Jam. i. 21. When the word of the Goſpel 
T as 8 word of mercy, grace, and pardon, as the ſole evidence for life, as the 
one's of an eternal Mheritagce, when te Soul, finds it n y it ſelf, it will ſtrive 
it. 7 8% t 

es Wy word of holineſs and purity. le bo fach hem; Th olews through the nnd 
] haps, /po ten into you. faith our Savjour, John xy. 3. To. that purpoſe is his prayer, 

e 17; Het dae e word of Chriſt's patience, as a fanctify ing, cleans 
ſing 2 in the power of it, upon his on Soul; neither knows it, nor keeps it. The 
empty profeſſion of our days knows not dne fiep, towards, this duty; and thence it is, 
the moſt are ſo overborn under the power. of temptations: men fulhof ſelf; of the world, 
offury, ambition, and almoſt W. banc; PLP gs: nb the Org of Chritt, 


. 2 Tn. ii. 19. 20 Gin | 4 | 2 '4 101 ; 


ver, and deb een — — | 
(us ba AN wn 1ence,,.as e,worihip of God, Gal. Ve. Kei id earths 36 

2. In Rite ct of 2285's Fen 1 pee pects, unto. the men, or things of the World, 
N thecueſe. of our Pilgrimage; the. Goſpel gives a free, large, and noble ar in 
libjetHon to God, and none elſe; there is adminiſtred in it, a, ſpirit. not of fear, but of 
1 of love, and of a dee wee, 2 Tim. LN mind i in nothing terrified, Phil. i. 
ſway d with any bye reſpect tete there is nothing more unworthy of 
K's oldel, .t] na. mind 1 in bon age, to per ſons, OF. Sings proſtituting its ſelf to the 
ut o en or affrightments of the - World. And h je that thus knows, the word of 
uit patience, rea)ly, anc 

ue tem tations. IP 13 10 ni U. 
+) As a word of. conſolation to +a uppers him j in eyery canditio and. to be a full 
— on in the want "of a all, it is a wor attended wit was Aoki ar, cok — of Slo- 
31 egi ent, relief, refreſhment, ſatis Oe peace, conſolation, joy, 
e funny melee Wer. Thus to know the word of Chriſt's 
Mate thus to. know BS: Goſj 200 ; the 21 Part, Fei] IC IS., A Breat part ach er 

ton x eſervation from our... and power of temptation, 
WE! Pu pre of what, is thus 2 e keeping of this word, ir is to 
1 55 9,4, treaſure, 2. Tim. i. 14. l bp eget gre dxlw, 77 en 4% poſitum, 
l the wow 0 "the Goel, keep it, 25 e apoſtle, by the Holy ghoſt ; _ hold 
7 19 20 4 8 i. 9. It is a good treaſurę, 2. 1 0 word, hold it faſt. It is 


lle whole intereſt of Chti Vid the world. A ue that as our 


1 


— 4 FO | | | chiefeſt 


in Peres. by 3 bed frond from innumerable, e 
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chiefeſt treaſure, is to keep the word of Chriſt's patience. ' They that will es a 
from Chriſt in the time of temptation, are not to be regardleſs, of his concetnments, 

3-3 Obedience; perſonal obedience, in the univerſal obſervation of all the cont” 
mends of Chriſt, is the keeping of his Word, John xiv: 13. Cloſe adhetence ung 
Chtiſt in holineſs, and univerfat obedience, then when the oppoſition, chat the Gohel 
of Chriſt doth meet withal in the world, doth fer it e che word of his "Patience 
is the life and foal of the duty r required.” 

Now all theſe are to be ſo managed, with that Jotaption of mipd Pl Hirir, that cars 
of heart, and diligence of the whole 3 as to make up a Keeping of this word; 
which evidently includes all thoſe conſiderations. W 

We are arrived then to the ſum of this ſafe prin duty; of this condition of free. il © 
dom from the power of temptation; he that having a due acquairitance with'the Goſpel do 
in its excellencies, as to him, a word of mercy, holineſs, liberty and conſolation, values 
it, in all its concernments as his choiſeſt and only treaſure; makes it his bulinek, and 
the work of his life, to give. himſelf up unto it in urfiverſal obedience, then eſpecially, 
when oppoſition, and apoſtaſy put the Patience of Chriſt to che urmoft, he mall be pr 
ſerved from the hour of temptation: - 

This is that which is comprehenſive of all chat wett before: and is eiclhftde of lj 
other ways for the obtaining of the end propoſed; nor let any man think withour'this 
to be kept one hour from en ineo denptstio; 3 Where-ever he fails, there ten. 
tion enters. 50 
2. That this will ber ſure oriayrative; may appear, fra thie enz coſidetarios 

(t.) Ic hath the promiſe E. preſervation, and this alone hathi ſo. It is Tfolemgly 


= < 
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romiſed in the place mentioned to the church of Philadelphia on this account. © When x 
reat te ĩal and temptation was to come on the world, at 8 8 dening of the ſeyenth ſeal, 
Rev. vii. 3. a cautiom is given for the preſervation or God's — 1 ones, which are 
ſcribed to be thoſe,” pho the wird of Chriſt > for the promiſe is, that it a 

Now iu every promiſe hits are three'things xo be ce 19% r 4-<hag 

LI. J The faithfulneſs „ FW n — — — 

2. J The grace of the ſon which is che — 2 9 * 

3. J The power and efficacy of che ho off which 1 et ere 
And all theſe are ingaged for the pre vas of N ſuck per ſos from the” bout of 
tem tion. <7: - 1 8 0 13590 2 8 

Fay The aithſulnef of Oba, np the promiſe.” On this acbb! 1s but 
detiverince laid, 1 C. X. 13. though w 2 tem dd yet 1 from the 
hour ol temptation ; it ſhall not gr + ts. laat x W eh $ we ſhall be 
able to bear; and what would 1 for 800 we mall eſegpe But EM ſecurity 
have we hereof Even the faithfulneſs of God! G0 i fat hfi 12 5 will: not ſuffer you, &. 

And wherein is God's faithfulneſs ſeen and exerciſed } 15 that "bath" Font , 

Heb. x. 23. his faithfulneſs conſiſts in his diſcharg| of Fe proj ſes. Hg abideth faith- 
ful, he cannot deny binelf, 2 Tim. H. 13. fo that by being under the promiſe, ' wp tive 
the faithfulneſs 6f God ingaged for our preſet vation. 

2 There is in every promiſe of the covenant, the grace . the fon: chat is the 
mudjelt matter of all promiſes. I will keep'thee, b © By my grace with the: ſo that 
what affiſtance the grace of Chriſt can give” to foul that Hatli a right in this promiſe 
in the hour of temptation it Thall enjoy it. Paul's temptation grew very high ; it was 
hkely to have come to its prevalent Hour * He Feſought the Lord, that is "this Lord Telus 
Chtiſt, for help; 2 C.. Xii. B. and receives thit arfiver from him, My grace is fem 
for rhe, ver.” 9. that it was the Lord'Chrift and his grace, with whom he had peculur- 
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3. J The efficacy of the Sp ir, ese jeth the: e e is called the bh Th 
76 of promiſe; not only, Vent he is Welk i but alſo, Þ oy 
een make 99d the pro omiſe, and deen Mam in bur fouls. Fe * 
then is engaged to p rote ths foul watki cine to the Yule laid down; 1 05 1090 
x. the loft. This where! the promiſe is, there” 18 ali this 1 che Hieb bel 5 
een —_— CF e n 11 © hat oh 
1 This conftarit, univer ful keep 'of Chris —— of Henes,” Will keep the Nh 
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Fatages whatever; can ſeize upon it, ſo as totally to prevail againſt it. So David 


vs, Pal. xx. 27. Let imegrity preſerue me. This integrity and uprightneß, is the 
Teſtament keeping the word of Chriſt, univerſal cloſe walking with Goch Now 


how can they Preſerve a man ? Why by keeping his heart in ſuch a frame, ſo defended 


every fide, chat no evil can approach,” or take hold on him ? Fail a man in his in- 
tegrity; he hath an open place for temptation to enter, Iſa. NVii. 21. to keep the word 
a Cnriſt, is to do it univerſally, as hach been ſhewed; this exerciſes grace in all the 
ties of the ul; and compaſtes it with the hole armour of God: the underſtand- 
ing is full of light, the affeckions of love and holineſs ;* let the wind blow from what 
quirter it will, the ſoul is fenced und fortified; let the enemy aſſault when, or by 
hat means he pleaſeth, all things in the ſoul of ſuch a one are upon the guard: hom 
up J do this thing and ſm againſt God, is at hand, eſpecially, upon a two- fold account, 
doch deliverance and ſecurity ariſe from this hand. lt 21 
. By the mortification of the heart unta the matter of temptations. The pre- 


wiatter of it. There are luſts within, ſuited to the propoſals of the world, or Satan 
without. Hence James re ſolves all temptations into our own luſts, chap. i. 14. becauſe 
eder they proceed from, or are made effectual by them, as hath been declared. 
Why doch terror, or threats turn us aſide from a due conſtancy in the performance of 
vor duty ? Is it not becauſe there is unmortified; carnal fear abiding in us, that tumul- 
taites in ſuch a ſeaſon ? Why ĩs it that the allurements of the world and compliances 
with men entangle us? Is it not becauſe our affections are entangled with the things aud 
tolle rat ions propoſed unto us? Now keeping the word of Chriſt's patience, in the 


banner declared, keeps the heart mortiſed to theſe things, and ſo it is not eaſily en- 
| titled by them. Saith the apoſtle, Col. ii 20. J an crucified with Chriſt, he that 


kieps kloſe to Chriſt, is crucified with him; and is dead to all the deſites of che fleſh 
Wee world : as more fully, chap. vi. 14. bere the match is broken, and all love, 
tingling love diſſolved. The heart is crucified to the world, and all things in it. 
Kow the matter of all temptations almoſt is taken out of the world: the men of it, or 
the things of it make them up. As to theſe things, ſays the apoſtle, I am cruciſied to 
th (and it is ſo with every one, that keeps the word of Chriſt) my heart is mortified 
ute them ; 1 have no deſire after them; nor affection to them, nor delight in them; 


tis world, I ſee nothing deſirable in them; this Iuſts, ſenſual pleaſures, love, reſpects, 
honours of men, name and r eputat ĩon among them, they are alllas a thing of nought ; 


manifold. temptations. When Achan ſaw the goodly Babyloniſy garment, and two hun- 
a Mekels of ſiwer, and a wedge of gold; firſt he coveted them, then he took them. 
Temptation ſubtilly ſpreads the Babyloniſh garment of favour, aile, peace, the filver 
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of men ©3F i669 | Here be that in them alive, unmortified, that will preſently: fall a 
ver; let what fear of puntthment will enſue, the heart or hand will. be put forth 
| toirnquity.” RB „ 310390 Bf 22:8 fs DYTSEpTOT Denen off : 100009709, 
\ Heitiy then lyes the ſecurity of fucha frame, as that deſaribed; it is always aceom- 
en with a mörtifted heart; crucified” unto! the things that are the matter of our 
pkakkons ; without w Hielr it is utterly impoſſible, that we ſhould be preſerved one 
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ted, commended in the temptation; be living and active in us, we Thall not 
te idle to reſiſt and ſtand. m1 v2 7 WOITK 9r% UOL £115 a | g g . ' Jy 75; » 5 . l : | 
eee widtheir excellency ;.- {0 far 
k 'to be-fortified againſt the matter of any temptation. See what reſolution this puts 
pop, Phil Ni. 8. all 1 leſi und dung td him. Who would go out of his way, to 

is arms full ef Joſs and dung? and whence is it, that he hath this eſtimation of 
te moſt defirable things in the world? It is from that dear eſtimation he had of the 


iteſlenty of Chr iſt; ſo ver- 10! when the foul is exerciſed to communion with Chriſt, 
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6 Nato walking with him; he drinks new wine, and cannot deſire the old things of the 
. Wd, for be fays the hew is better“ He taſts every day how! gracious the Lord is, 
s Multheretore logs not after the ſweetneſ of forbidden things, which indeed have none. 
e that makes it his buſineſs to eat daily of the tree of life, will have no appetite unto 
te fie. rhongh the tree ther bete thei Ken to fand in the midg of paradiſe 
e the Tpoule makes the means of her preſer vation; even the excellency which by 
* | | K | daily 
es 


nalency of any temptation ariſes from hence, that the heart is ready to cloſe with the 


Wind they are (crucified unto me. The crowns,” glories; thrones,” pleaſures, profits, of 


ine 50 value; nor eſtimation” of them. This foul is fateguarded from affaults of 


ubtilly 
if peafire, 'oriprofic,- with the” golden contentments of the floſh, before the eyes of 
t 


DOSE when any temptation doth befall us. If liking, and love of the things propo- 
, int 
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daily communion, ſhe found in Chriſt and his graces, above al other deſirable things, 
Let à ſoul exerciſe it ſelf to a communĩon with Chriſt, in the good things of the Goſpel 
pardon of ſin, fruit of holineſs; hope of glory, pencewith God, joy in the holy Ghog, 
dominion over fin, and he ſhall have a mighty preſervative againſt ai temptations. | 
che fall. ſoul loatheth the honey comb 3 as a ſoul filled wich carnal, earthly, ſenſu] 
contentments finds no reliſn nor ſavour in the ſweeteſt ſpixitual things; ſo he that i; 
ſatisfied with the kindneſs of God, as with marxom and fatneſs, that is every day enter. 
tained at the bauquet of wineg wine upon che lees, and well refined. ; bath an holy eon. 
tempt of the baits and allurements that lie in prevailing temptations, and is ſafe. 
() He that ſo keeps the word of Ghriſt's/patience, is always furniſhed with pie 
ade, conſiderations, and preſerving principles; moral and real advantages of pie. 
[1.] He is furniſhed with preſerving conſiderations, that powerfully influence hi 
foul in his walking diligently with Chriſt. Beſides the ſenſe of duty which is always 
upon bim, he conliders,-: 1 1 14 antes LOD&IGINS) Yer 
1.) The concernment of Chriſt, whom his ſoul loves in him and his careful walking 
He confiders that the preſence of Chriſt is with him, his eye upon him, that he poi. 
ders his heart and ways, as one greatly concerned in his deportment of himſelf, in 
time of trial. So Chriſt manifeſts himſelf to do, Rev. ii. 19. 20. He conſiders al; 
what is acceptable, what is to be rejected: he knows that Chriſt is concerned in his ho. 
nour, that his name be not evil ſpoken of by reaſon of him; that he is concerned in love 
to his ſoul; having that deſign upon him to preſent, him holy, and upblameable, ad 
unreproveable in his ſight, Col. i. 23. and his Spirit is grieved where he is interrupted 
in his work ; concerned on the accourit of this Goſpel, the progreſs and acceptation of 
it in the world; its beauty would be flurred, its good things reviled, its progrels ſtop- 
ped, if ſuch an one be prevailed againſt; concerned in his love to others, who are 
grievouſly ſcandalized, and perhaps ruined by the miſcarriages of ſuch. When Hm 
neus and Philetus fell, they overthrew the ſaith of ſome, and ſays ſuch a ſoul then, why 
is exetciſed to keep the word of Chriſt's: patience, when. intricate, perplexed, intaq 
ing temptations, publick, private, cure hos $; 6h Shall I now be careleſs, {hal 
1 be vegligent, ſhall 1 comply withthe rd, and the ways of it? Oh] what though 
of heart hath he concerning me, whoſk; eye is upon me? Shall I contemn his honow, 
deſpiſe his love, trample his Goipel in the mire under the feet of men, turn aſide othesf 
from his ways ? Shall ſuch a man as I fly, give over reſiſtings? It cannot be. Theres 
no man who keeps tlie word of the patience: of Chriſt, but is full of this ſoul pretlu 
conſideration, it dwells. on his heart and! pirit, and Iove of Chriſt conſtrains him ſo d 
has heart and ways r. WI boo? H wi) ade cd tg e et 
2.) The great conſideration of the temꝑtations: of Chriſt in his behalf, and the cx 
q bis made on in a aſſaults I and his God 7 us A f Fo 
prince of this world came u im, thing in earth or hell, that hath either 
lurement or affrightment in 8 to him, to divert him from the work d 
mediation, which for us he had undertaken: this whole life he calls the time of 1 
temptation ; but he reſiſted all, conquered all, and is become a captain of fal vation d 
them that obey: him., And, fays the foul, fall this temprations theſe, arguings, £1 
plauſible. pretence, this floth, :'this-ſelf love, this ſenſuality, this; bait of the wah 
curnme aide, kran rer me, t9-deſert hin "who. den helene de in the ways of 
temptations that his holy nature was obnoxious unto, ſot my goed 2.1 1-1 1h 
3.) Diſmal thoughts of the loſs of bye, of the: ſmiles of the cowitenan of Chr, 
do alſo frequently exerciſe ſuch a ſoul. He knows what it is #9 enjoy the au 
Chriſt, to have a ſenſe of his love, to be accepted in his approaches to hun, to com 
| — loſ in this thing, and.{o ko 
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heats and lean not to thine own underſtanding. This is the work of faith: it is faith; it is 
to live by faith. The great falling of mei in trials, is their leaning to, or leaning up- 


fue 2 5 down by our ow1 counſels. Now nothing can empty the heart of this ſelf. 
but 


2.) Love to the ſaints, with care that they ſuffer not upon our account, is a great 
preſerving Ea in à time of temptations, and trials. How powerful this was in 
David, he declares in tbat earneſt E Pſal. IXix. 6. let not them that wait on thee, 0 
Lord God of haſts,, pe We for my Jake, Let not thoſe that ſeek thee be confounded for my ſake, 
0 God fi : et not me ſo miſcarry, that thoſe for whom I would lay down my 
life, ſhould be put to ſhame, be eyil pohen of, diſhonoured, reviled, contemned'on 

oul, whole love is turned wholly inwards, will 


rs | t iongft the great t 
of profefibrs that we have, there are few that keep the word of the patience of Chriſt ? 
If xe wilfully neglect, 


wonder, if, we be not preſerved ? There is an hour of tempt ation come upon Wesen 


worldlin erſation, it : of ſpiritual duti 
pri th, | | bolical opinions, in haughtineſs and ambition; 
n envy and wrath,” in ftrife and debate, revenge, ſelfiſhneſs; in atheiffo and contempt 


of God.. doth it appear. They are but branches of the fame root, bitter ſtreams of the 
En ar ation, cheriſhed by peace, proſperity, ſetutity, 7 9 1 of profeſibrs and 

r of this temptation in gene- 
m and undefiſed? And if ach urging 
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I Take heed of e wo _ — * = 50 35 os 
I.) On your OWN couniels, urdertanamgs, reaſonings, thou u argue in t 
& ſo b in your own defence, they will 912 you, bett arp Oh 
temptation comes to any height, they will a turn Wöte and take 1748 with your 
enemy, and plead as much for the matter of che te m mpration whatever it be, as they 
pleaded againſt the end and iſſue of. At. before. W 
(2.). The moſt vigorpus actings by! Prayer, e and other wen W againſt that 
articular luſt, corruption, temptation, . wh ou are exerciſed, and have to dg 
is will not avail you, if in the mean time there be negletts on other accounts: tg 
hear a. man wreſtle, Cry, contend as. to any particu ar of temptat ion, aud medac 
fall into wordly ways, wordly compliances, looſenels, and negligence in other thing 
it , The with, Jeſus Chriſt to leaye ſuch an one to the hour of temptation.” Yo ul 
e he general ſecurity of ſaints perſeverance, and: preſervation from total 
apo aly. Every ſecurity that God gives us, is good in its ki nd; and for the p urpole for 
key” ir is given, to us ; but when it is given for one end, to ule it for atother, that + 
or profitable. To make ule of the general aſſurance of breſetoation from total 
| to ſu t the ſpirit i in.reſpedt of a particular, temptation, will not in the iſs 
aptly, the oul ; becauſe notwitfiſtauding that, , this or that remptation'ma prevail, 


Me relieve themſelves with 5 until they. find themſelves in the epth” of 


xities. 51 
f ＋ Apply your felves © to this g ext pre eſer ration of unt keeping the bre 
tria | 


chrifts . in the midſt of a and temptations. r 
(a 95105 rticular, Wiſely, conſider wherein 7 a word of Chaffs patience is wol 
m 5 to 7 r in the day s wherein we live, and the ſeaſons" that pa 1 oyer us, = 
vigorouſly ſet your. ſelves to keep it in that 'particular,”) ernte, Ty u will ſay, 
ſhall we 5 wherein the word of Chrift's patience in e ſeaſon 3 ke ta 77 
5 anſwer... Conſider what works he pecyliarly performs in "A Talon, a and 1 of hi 
word iu reference to them, is that wherein 15 word is like to ſuffer.” e 
© 1 He. wherein Lat hath been en, engaged in out d and fi 
em to | 
| to The pouring of contempt 1 upon the great m nen and gteat things ; of the wt 
all the enjoy ments of it, he hath tk diſcovered the nakedneſ; of alf if earthly t 
15 ge fl overturning, overturning both | Men, and things, i nas way f V 
things that cannot be haken. a 8 
[2-3]. The owning of the lot of his own inheritance j in a diſtin uw miu vg manger 
a difference between theprecious and the vile, and. Fauling'h His ec 
n ich the nations. "fs Ly AY be 
Lai h being 15 to faith aud prayer, berg w them aboys abe vag dn u the ſtrength 
els of the ſons of men. 6 0 
LA. J In recovering his ordinances and infiituti6iis "OT 1 Wy a drinifcalinh 


that they were in bondage under by the luſts of men en, "bringing them forth in the beauty 
wd the power of the Spirit, Mherein then in Tach 4 ſeaſon tft lie the perl 
the word of ire s patience ? 1s it got in Tecting à Value on che world, 
5 nes of it, oh he Net ſtained aud trat mpled. un wer foot? Is it not in W 
lighting of his peculiar lot people, and caftitlg them ſame confiderativl 
with the men of the che world 47 85 BN leaning to ont Lon u al and underfiandingh 
Is it not in the defilement 8 e by giving the outward'court of the _ 


be trod upon 7. A us tons be watchful, 02 m theſe thin 
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"4 ** General exhortation to the Duty preſcribed. 3 


TW. WAVING thus paſſed through the confiderations of the duty of watching, that 
þ* we enter not into temptation, I ſuppoſe I need not add motives to the obſer- 
' © vanceof it. Thoſe who are not moved by their own fad experiences, nor 
in portance of the duty, as laid down in the entrance of this diſcourſe, muſt be left 
by me to the farther patience of God. I ſhall only thut up the whole with a general 
exhortation to them, who are in any meaſure prepared for it, by the conſideration of 
© what hath been ſpoken. Should you go into an hoſpital, and fee many perſons lying 
fick and weak; ſore and wounded, with many filthy diſeaſes and diſtempers, and ſhould 
Snquire of them, how they fell into this condition, and they mal] all agree to tell you, 
Sch, or ſuch a thing was the occaſion of it; by that I got my wound ſays vne, and my 
gifcaſe Gays another; would it not make you a little careful How, or aka you had to 
do with that thing or place? Surely it would. Should you go to a dungeon, and ſee 
mary miſerable creatures bound in chains for an approaching day of execution, and 
wquire the way and means whereby they were brought into that condition, and they 
Should all fix on one and the ſame thing, would you not take care to avoid it? The 
is ſo with entring into temptation: ah! how many poor, miſerably, ſpiritually, 
Eaoinded fouls have we every where ? One wounded by one fin another by another; 
one falling into fiithineſs of the fleſh, another of the ſpirit: ask them now how they 
ee into this eſtate and condition; they muſt all anſwer, ' Alas ! we, ent red into 
Eimptation, we fell into curſed ſtares and intanglements, and that wach Brought us 
tothe woeful condition you ſee. Nay if a man could ioo into the dungeons. of hell, 
and ſee the poor damned fouls that lie bound in chains of darkneſs, and hear their cries : 
hat would he be taught? What do they ſay? Are they not curſing their tempters, 
and the temptations that they entred in? And ſhall we be negligent in this thing? 
e tells us, that the ſimple one that follows the ſtrange woman knows not that the dead 
are there, ber houſe inclineth to death, and her paths to the dead, (which he repeats three 
times) and that is the reaſon, that he ventures on her ſnares. If you knew what hath 
been done by entring into temptation, perhaps you would be more watchful and careful. 
Men may think that they ſhall do well engygh notwithſtanding ; but can a man take 
fire in his boſome, and his cloaths:not be burnt. Can one go upon hot coals, and his 
feet not be burnt ? Prov. vii. 21,23 N en thing, men come not out of their 
temptation without wounds, "bixfulings, and (cats: 1 know not any place in the world, 
where there is more need of pe g this exhartatipn, than in this; go to our ſeveral 
colleges, enquire for ſuch and young men; what is che anſwer in re ſpect of many? 
Ab! ſuch an one was very hope er 8 en, but he fell into ill company and he is 
quite loſt. Such an one had feng soch begining ofxeligion, we were in great expedta- 
Non of him, but he is fallen totempration%. and) in other places: Such an one was 
uleful and humble, aderned bur gow he is ſo wofully intangled with the 
world, that he is grown all ſelf, hath ug ſap nor ſavour; ſuch an one was humble and 
zealous, but he is advanced and hath loft his firſt love and ways; oh! how full is the 
world, how full is this place of theſe woful examples: to ſay nothing of theſe innume- 
Mle poor creatures, who are fallen into temptation by deluſions in religion. And is it 
time for us to awake before it be too late; to watch againſt the firſt riſing of fin, the 
attempts of ſatan, and all ways whereby he hath made his approaches to us, be 
ey never ſo harmleſs in themſelves ? n . | 
Have we not experience of our weakneſs, our folly, the invincible power of tempta- 


hen once it is gotten within us? As for this duty that 1 have inſiſted on, take 
tele conſiderations : | 
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1. If you neglett it, it being the only means preſcribed by our Saviour, you wil 
certainly enter into temptation, and as certainly fall into fin : flatter not your ſelves: 
ſome of you are old diſciples, have a great abhorrency of fin ; you think it impoſſible 
you ſhould ever be ſeduced ſo, and ſo : but, Let him (who ever he be) that ſtandeth 
take heed left be fall : it is not any grace received, it is not any experience obtained, it is 
not any reſolution improved, that will preſerve you from any evil, unleſs you Rang 
upon your watch: What I ſay to you, ſays Chriſt, I ſay to all; Watch. Perhaps you may 
have had ſome good ſucceſs for a time, in your careleſs frame : but awake, admire 
God's tenderneſs and patience, or evil lies at the door. If you will not perform this 
duty, whoever you are, one way or other, in one thing or other, ſpiritual or carnal 
wickedneſs, you will be tempted, you will be defiled, and what will be the end there. 
of? Remember Peter. | 
2. Conſider that you are always under the eye of Chriſt, the great captain of our fil. 
vation, who hath enjoyned us to watch thus, and pray that we enter not into temptation, 
What think you are the thoughts, and what the heart of Chriſt, when he ſees a tempta- 
tion haſtening towards us, a ſtorm riſing about us, and we are faſt aſleep? Doth it not grieve 
him, to ſee us expoſe our ſelves ſo to danger, aſter he hath given us warning upon 
warning? Whileſt he was in the days of his fleſh, he conſidered his temptation whileſt 
it was yet coming, and armed himſelf againſt it: The prince of this world cometh, ſays he, 
but bath no part in me. And ſhall we be negligent under his eye? Do but think that thou 
ſeeſt him coming to thee, as he did to Peter, when he was aſleep in the Garden, with 
the ſame reproof, What ! canſt thou not watch one hour? Would it not be a grief to thee 
to be ſoreproved, or to hear him thundring againſt thy neglect from heaven, as againſt 
the church of Sardis, Revel. iii. 22 ore © el 10 Sich: 
3. Conſider that if thou neglect this duty, and ſo fall into temptation, which af. 
ſuredly thou wilt do, that when thou art intangled, God may withal bring ſome heavy 
afflickion or judgment. upon thee, which by reaſon of thy intanglement, thou ſhalt not be 
able to look on any otherwiſe, than as an evidence of his anger and hatred : and then 
what wilt 905 with thy temptation and affliction together? All thy bones will be 
broken, and thy peace and ſtrength will be gone in a moment. This may ſeem but asa 
noiſe of words for the preſent, but if ever it be thy condition, thou wilt find it to be 
full of woe and bitterneſs: Oh! then let us ſtrive to keep our ſpirits unintangled, ayoid- 
ing all appearance of evil, and all ways leading thereunto: eſpecially all ways, buſineſſet, 
ſocieties, and imployments, that we have already found diſadvantageous to us. 
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